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Sir CRISH GascoyNE, Knt. 
Late Lord Mayor of the City of London, 


Into the CASES of 


CANNING and SQUIRES, 


With his Motives, his whole Conduct, and its 
Conſequences ; together with the various Inci- 
dents attending it. 


Begun in the February Seſſions of his Mayoralty, and 
continued down to the Time of Canning's Tryal and 
Conviction, | 


In a LE T T E R from that GxnTLEMAN 
to the Liverymen of LON DO N. 


In which are occaſionally interſperſed Copigs of the 
original Letters, Certificates, Informations, and ſuch 
other Evidence as led to the Diſcovery of the Inno- 
cence of Squtzes, and the Impoſture of Canninc, 
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LIVERYMEN 


07 THE 
City of LONDON. 


os - CEE 3 . 


OU eee Keds : 
Y point · me to the higheſt Office. of 25 


City z an Honour, of which I ſhall ever 
retain a moſt grateful Remembrance. 
I perſuade myſelf,, tis no Error in me to, ſup- 
pole th the whole of my Acknowledgement cannot 
in Gratitude:— 


eſteom ĩt a Duty at all times to entertain, and. 
whenever neceſſary, to ſs,” in the moll.yub- 
lic Manner, my Senſe of that great Mark of your 
Confidence: And I think, myſcK;, alm accoun 
ABLE to you for my all, 
during the Cominuance 
It hatrhappened u 
ſingular 


. TH 5 
0 Ive me — . 8 
eee 


my own Heart 
duct in that „Hot withſtanding the, y 
ſevere Reflections I have endured, 80 


Af I could ſubmit to thoſe, Reflections ſo far ; ap 
they regarded myſelf, yet it becomes. 22 


. 


_ rn 


——_—_— =... 
Nor can I, while a perfect Juſtification of exery 
Step that 1 have taken! is fo eaſily in my Power, 


FE. a Blgt t 72 p ypon that Year of the City's $ 
AdRliniteatioh — 5700. amopgſt f it's many 
other pre-eminent Di + by at all times here · 


tofore diſtinguiſhed. by che exemplary Conduct of 
its chief Magiſtrates. 
For. m art when, I conſider the great Im- 
portafce * A the Ul Dguity of chat high Of- 
=_ when I reflect upon the many Qualffications 
requiſite to the filling it, I cannot be blind 1 co my 


own Deſicien 

ans P d er Ades rein ak . N. 
1 ted the fanie iz Senſe of th 

ics, the tre fame humble Opinion of — 

when F-fiHft entered upon it; and my Re 

was to atone' for thoſe. Defects by een ker 


tion, and Integrity. A vim to Se 
| Theſe are in every Man's Power, nd 4 bets 


ter, than. Fe ee e the World 


wp tr 22 75 * 01 2. 
No Contd& ERS on. Cens 
fre, © — happens to become the Subject: of: the 
pbpul Hut though nothing cn ſecure 
n from Cenſure, ic will be eaſy-fari him 
ua «Forced tte vindlicate himſalf; and, 
| Js Poet 016 beamer his- Du. 
* 1 85 1s the Senſe I have bf 
= onditioj 3 g in: Conſtquence bf this, 
. e L'tberry' making? my Addefs:to ci. 
pl Nai Fette L procecu to the intended Relation, 
permit me to declare the true Reaſorly' of; my: de- 
Jayitig ir long 
15 Tryal of Elizabeth Caring (from the Sew 


upon whoſe Accùſation I atiiſted in reſcuing 
the 


EE > DOLLS. 
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"was Condemned. 


of © * Fw 
the innocent Convitt). was xct depending; and L 
well knew the Weight ay, Tear Her bars 
n her. =, . 

"I choſe therefore. 1oxdiſpenſe. ith ts Iajurics 
my Silence countenanced, cker than: . ue * 
medy at ber: Exgence. 

But now that Reſtraint is at an End, "and L can 
ſpeik with Freedom, I-ſhall ſtare my. hole Con- 
duct, and my Motives to it, with the Obſervance, of 
Truth, and with that Plannels it nn me R 
ſpeak before you. 9710 


In the February Seſlions of my 13 LTY, 
Mary Squires, an infirm old Woman, a travelling 
— and faid. to be one of the People called 
Gypſies, was tried for the Robbery of Elinaleth 
Canning, on the 2d: of January, of her Stays, in 
the Houſe, of Suſannab Wells, and of having after- 
wards confined her in a dark Room, almoſt with- 
out 1 — which. the gabel after a 
Month. Sz 

The Story was, that .ahis Girl had been, robbed. 
in Moorfields, thence dragged eleven Miles, in + 
Fit by the two Men who had robbed her, $@ the 
Hoitſe of this: Welli, and there further ſtripped 
arid confintd in this Manner by Sguires. 

This is the Furport of, the Story, a Story 500 


well known nerd any Repetition ; I have no De- 


ſire to repreſent it otherwiſe;than as itftands 3 nor 
could I, hy otherwiſe! repreſenting it, render it 


_ contradictory tp Renſon. 5 
. wever, 
tion, — 


the Credit of this. Gals Rela- 
the Evidence of ge Virſue 
Hall (a Lodger in "che: Houle). this poor Woman 


Let none ſuppoſe it a Reflection on a Court 
that ſhe was ſentenced, yet innocent Courts are 


compoſed of Men _ 1 can ooly Judge ha. 


(6) 
what they are told The Almighty, who. ſces 
che Heart, dar f given en human Creatures that 
Power with reſpect to one another. 
The unhappy Object of this Sentence was in- 
deed convicted, if I may be allowed the Ex- 
pation, in the Minds of Men, before ſhe was 


oi credulous, though perhaps good, Men, 
had received the Story as the Girl 2 it, they 
pitied her, and purſued uncommon Means to 
raiſe towards her the Pity of others. 

The New3-papers were full of this miraculous 
Tale, Haiid-bills univerſally diſperſed, and the 
Truth of it openly atteſted under the Hands of 
thoſe who - did not, who could not, _—_ any 
thing of the Matter. 

Their public Atteſtations raiſed Credit to the 
Story z Subſcriptions were ſet on Foot, and meal 
rity” itſelf proſtituted to their Zeal. -- 

J will yet ſuppoſe that thoſe Men afted,only in- 
* — without foreſceing that every Step 
taken towards exciting that Compaſſion, muſt ne- 
Leffarily excite equal al Prejudice againſt the Perſon 


But, "all Circumſtances taken e farely 
no poor Creature ever beſote a at the Bar, 
more perfectly deprived of the of the Law, 
whicti preſumes Guilt in no one before Conviction. 
The great Care which was taken by the Ho- 
- n0urable Fudge. who tried her, to remove (if poſ- 
ſible) the Effects of that Prejudice from the Minds 
of the Jury, ſhewed his Abhorrence of the Means 


made Uſe of to create it, and CY Appre- 


benſions of its 2 8 
5 1 may 
1+: Nolan B 
5 Thomas My „ = 
ohn Marſtall, Edward Lyon, 


_ Robert Gerrard. 
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C4 
1 ray now ſay without Offence, what I de: 
chted at that Time—I doubted the whole Story, 
and was diſſatisfied with the Verdict. 


Were it neceſſury, I might" juſtify wyſelf, by 


declaring I was not the only Perſon upon chat ho- 

5 Bench who doubted! 1 could n this 
Occafion call upon the Names of fevetal others to 
give Authority to my Suſplcions. 

But I ſeek no foreign Sanction 0 whst I lave 
done: | judged as a Man, and I might be miſ- 
taken ; and, knowing this, I ated cautiouſly. 

Beſides the - ImyROBABILITY- of the 

* 1 other things conſpired to malte me think a 
Yarcher Tr uy neceffary;—amongſt whichiwere, 
the antect — PRE IU pie in Mens Minds, the 
Ovrr aces of the Mob preventing thut ſwlemn 
and ſacred Freedom which ſhould attend upon all 
Trials, and the conrRADICTORT EVID ENR 

iven updn this: And'asthis Trial — in 

ourt wherein I had the Honour to preſide, 


8 me to make — 
I have thus, Gentlemen, gi 24. 


ſion of my Doubts, and the — * my ſuc- 
ceeding Conduct; I ſhall now proceed to ay be- 
fore you the Steps I took for the — thoſe 


| hoes worms or confirraing them. 


eee dhe They aint 
om Abulſbury, a very temote Town, who at- 
teſted, that the Woman, accuſed of this Robbery, 
was at that Place, with her Son and. er, 


at the Time when it was ſaid to hdye been. 
committed; and that they ſtayed at the Hoyfs of 
one of the Witneſſes, who" dach en Ian there, 
for nine Days. 

If what they ſwore was falſe, dens ealily de- 
rected, and if "oF this Wenn could not de 


. 


A 4 And 


ung. a 423; Mm 

" And de appeared no; Cauſe to ſuppoſe that 
theſe Countrymen ſhould come above 190 
8 themſelves on Behalf of this a = 

Teegbell L believed them, and therefore We? 
Mrs: "Ford. 19; write the following Letter to 
Miniſter of that Town, then an entire Stranger 5 
me, but — een now I e 
much Eſteem. 

ifs To the Mae of — in : Dor eeſhire. 


+ryou upon che following Orcaſionn 
At this preſent Seon, Mary Squires, an FN 

f. + Gipley was convicted. of, FUE Te lizabeth 

20 28 the 2d of Jana El. at Endfield 


* 
The principal W in rt ok t 
ee 2 
ue Hall, who gave poluive Evidence -Againſt 
«her, CT 1 
. * deen g Gibbons 5 
of your Pariſh as A 
« ſhe, 4 Son Serge an Bau ang 
-«, came «there. the aſt at January, quartered a 
4 * Houſe, and ſtayed harps till che Sch, 
p «el _ Lawns, R Cheques, and 

20 en e . 

:* itnpoſſible that any of the Witneſſes can be 127 
taken in her: Perſon, as that their different Ac- 
. counts can be true. > 

She is at leaſt 70, tall, and ſtoops 3 her Fice 
is long and meagre, her Noſe very large 

Eyes very full and dark, her 8 11 

mar ka 7 
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o 


«ww wr 9 © oh OY” 


— 
w 


[4 


0 53 Bb 5507S 


3 


'(9) 
* markably ſwarthy, and her under Lip of a prodi- 


* gious Size. 

* Where the Perjury lies is a Queſtion, you, Sir, 
by Enquiry in your” Pariſh, may eaſily relolve,; 
the Facts ſworn to by your Pariſhioners being 


< ſuch, as muſt be notoriouſly” true, or notoriouſly 


N falſe 
true, Cee we ſhould falfer; and if 
4 ra. tho: 5 Men o © er, not to eſcape with Im- 


Ws, End of this Letter carries with it ſo good 
a for he Trouble it may give you— 
necdleſ; ; te al d to it. | 

Fer: is th : Life of a Fellow-Creature in 


50 1 8 800 "whoſe Sufferings, if real, deſerve 
25 The ſacked F unction you bear is a Security to 
"his Lordſhip for your Humanity, and your 


© Juſtice. 


+ To Four Acebd t, you will bepleaſed to add, 
© what are the Chat, of Gibdous and Clarke. 
A 7 am, Sir, 
"ITY 7 our moſt bumble gert, 
Lo 2 Feb. 1753. . FORD. 8 
5 ale dg direct to me in Aldermandury, " 


ys this Letter that worthy Divine Was Jing 
10 n the following Anſwer, 


> f Mr, Ford, in abe, Load. 


151 45 


« My Regard för e! public, AT my | Ree 
< for the | ary Name mentioned in your Letter, 
« would ave obliged me to have anſwered it 


© ſooner had I been at home. But I ſpent the laſt 


Weck with a Friend a few Miles off, and did 
* not 


(10 


© not return till Saturday Night. I find that finge 
* your Writing ſeveral. of my Neighbours have 
joined in an Affidavit ſully deſcribing the Perſon 


r 4 
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of Mary Squires, and proving her to be at Al- 
botſoury — the 1ſt of Jameary to the gth, Ss. 
which Affidavit I ſuppoſe you have before how. 
However, I have this Morning ſent for ſeveral 
of my Pariſh who well know. this Woman and 


her Companions, one particularly with whom 
they always lodged till this laſt Time of their 


coming here, And he tells me, that be has 
known this Mary Squires upwards of thirty Years. 
— That ſhe, with ethers of that Name, and 
forme of other Names, have in that Space of 
Time often come to his Houſe, ſometimes once 
or twice in a Year, 1 91 homes once in 1 
three Vears.— That they (this Mary Squires 

Others) were at his Houſe about ter Years 
ago, which was the laſt Time they were at Ah- 
brtfkury till the 1ſt of Fanuary-laſt. That he 
often ſaw them at the Houſe of Jobn Gibbons be- 
tween the 1ſt and the gth of January. That 


© they always went under the Denomination of 


Gypſies; that they had Goods (as Handker- 
chiefs, Aprons, Gowns, &c.) to ſell; that they 
never wanted Money,. and always paid him very 
juſtly for what they had. Their being here this 


laſt Time could be proved by meſt of. the 


younger Sort in my Pariſh, for as it was Cbriſt- 
mas-time they had Dancing almoſt every Night 
at the Houſe, and the Son and Daughter of 
Squires danced conſtantly with the People of 
the Town, As te the Evidences, I never knew 
any Thing by them but what was honeſt, nor do 
I believe that they would by any Means be in- 
duced to give a falſe Evidence, If I can be 

| cg « farther 


__———— —  — _—_ n 
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« farcher ſerviceable in this alen, you may tel 


command, 
e 8 R. 
: Your moff bumble Servant, 
Abbotſbury, 5 _ 
March, 1753. ; « JAMES HARRIS, 


& Vicar o Abborſbury.” 


On the Receipt of this Letter, I ſent to the 
Eſpouſers of the Girl, and comminicated. it to 


them. 
At the ſame Time 1 ſhewed them the falloving 


Letters and, Certificate, which had been tran{- 
mitted to Mr. Bun, Clerk to the late Honourable 
Mr. Juſtice Gundry, by Mr. Willis, then Under - 
MMeriff of Dor ſelſbire, and afterwards, unexpectedly. 
laid before me in ne of that worthy 
Judge $ Directions. 


T7 Ar. Bun, e Law, in r. 


© $IR, 

« I received yours, and Yeſterday I ſent it in- 
cloſed by George Foxe to Mr. Harris, the Miniſter 
* of Abbotſoury, and deſired him to make the beſt 
* Enquiry he could into the Affair, and give me 

as full an Actount thereof as he could get z but 
* Mr. Harris being at Dr. Dawnay's at Piddle- 
* town, a Meſſenger was diſpatched to him with 
my Letter and yours, = on the other Side 
'© hereof you have his Anſwer, and you have alſo 
incloſed a Certificate of the Churchwardens and 
 *- Overſeers, and other ſubſtantial People of the 
Ton, moſt of whom I well ITE and if 


Aan Sguires anſrers the Deſcription therein 


given, particularly as to her under Lip, in which 
* they ſay ſhe. had. an eviliſh Diſorder, I ſhould 

, ** it is pretty clear ſhe was at Abonſbury at 
Nur: * the 


() 


* the Time of the Robbery; and tho” it is faid' in + fi 
© the Certificate on or about the firſt of January, 9 
© I believe moſt of them could be vertain as to the * of 
2 Day. . b th, | | « {; 


* Gibbons and Clarke both came to me the Day 
© before they ſet out for London, to be informed 
* what Method to take to be paid for their Jour- 
© ney, when they ſhewed me the Subpœnas they 
© were ſerved with, and ſaid that George Squires 
mentioned inthe Cartificate) came down to ſerve 
© them, and that he waited at Abbot/bury to go 
* up with them, and told me the ſame Story as I 
* imagined they proved on the Trial; and 1 ſince 
find that Clarke fell in love with Lucy the ye ng 
* Gypſy, and went with them or followed the 
© to Ridgway, when they left Abbocſbury, -and'thr- 
* ried with thema Day or two, and both he and 
Gibbons muſt well remember the old Woman, 
and from what Knowledge I have of them, and 
* the Information I have from others; I verily be- 
© lieve they are both very heneſt Men, and would 
not have given the Evidence they did had it not 
been true. e den 

If any further Information ſhall be wanted, 1 
© will readily get it, as it will give me great Plea- 
ſure to be inſtrumental in ſaving an innocent Per- 
* ſon's Life, and am, ee 


„SIR, | 
£310 aur humble Servant, 
Dorcheſter, 28th | 5 
Feb. 1753. ROBERT WILLIS.“ 


P. S. Since the above I am informed that Ma- 
ty Squires and her Son and Daughter were at Lit- 
on before they went to Abbotſbury, and that they 
actually came to Gibbon?s' Houſe on the firſt of 
i'* Fanuary laſt (New Stile) and continued there the 
Time mentioned in the Certificate, which = — 
5 | : © fallp 


(13) 
fully proved by many other Perſons in Abbotf- 
* bury; and no doubt but it can be proved by 
* others at Litton, that they left that Place the 


4 7 * 
lame Day. 5 2 *%d Aer PPS 


4 E whoſe:Names are here to ſu oſcribed, 
: being the Cfurchwardens and Overſeers 


of the Poor, and other principal Inhabitants of 
the Pariſh of A3bot/byry.in the County of Dorſer, 
do hereby certify, That on or about the firſt Day 
* of January laſt paſt (New Stile) there came to 
* Abbotſtury aforeſaid three Perſons commonly 
* called Gypſies, one of which an elderly Woman 
of about ſeventy Years of Age, another a Man 
about thirty Years of Age (called George) and the 
other a Woman about twenty-ſix Years of Age 
© (called Lucy) whom the old Woman called her 
© Son and Daughter, and they called her Mother, 
That they quartered there at the Houſe of 
Jobn Gibbons, known by the Sign of the Old- 
c hip, and continued there for the Space of nine 
Days, under Pretence of ſelling Handkerchiefs, 
Waiſtcpats, and other Goods. That the old 
© Woman was about five Feet ſeven br eight Inches 


high, of a — — 'raſty Complexion, with 


* black Eyes, a large Noſe, and an uncommon 
thick under Lip, as big almoſt as a little Child's 
Arm. And we do further certify, that we well 
© know Jobn Gibbons the Landlord of the Ship Inn 
« aforeſaid, and illiam Clark of Abbotſbury atore- 
* ſaid, Cordwainer ; and that we believe them to 
« be Perſons of very good Characters, and would 
* on no Account give falſe Evidence. Witneſs our 
* Hands this 28th Day of February, 1753. 

Jobn Oliver, Ss e 

Jobn Clark, | — 


Henry Gibbons, 
Richard Hall, { Overleers of the Poor. 
Hugh 


(14) 


Hub Bond, Schoolmaſter. nile 


Edward Thorne, Officer. 
Daniel Wallis, Mercer. 
Gregory Hansford. | 


Jau Bailey. | : f } 


_ Ralph Crofts, Tything-man 
' Thomas Porter. Be * * 
Step Lock, Mercer. 3 ; 
Sa White, Farmer. 

obn Talbot, Farmer. 
Por Ford. 


To Mr, Willis, Artorney at Law, at Dorcheſter. 


8 

l have Reaſon to believe from common Re- 

<. port, that there were three Perfons who wen 
* under the Denomination of 1 ur at the Houſe 

ei Jebn Gibbons within my Pariſh, about the 
Time mentioned in the Letter; but their Names 
© and Perſons I was an utter Stranger to. 

As to my Neighbours Gibbors and Clarke, '1 
; be heve them to be too honeſt Men to EX 2 


. falſe, Evidence. Lam, 


1: 5 " 
«7 vur very n PRES) 3 
Pidiletoum, 27th. Jas HARRIS, 
Feb. 1753. „iar Abbotfpory. 


Wes 
Nr. Villis (a Gentleman whoſe Character for in- 
tegruy and Diſcernmeat i is too well eftabliſhed” to 
6 * need. any turther mention hefe) havin been 
pleaſed 8 for the Sake of public Juſtice, to 

6 — t bing Ad, which was s [aid 


© betore me.: 
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? * Cointyof Dorſet. 


a . | 
Borough of Dor-y* N this ſecond Day of 
61." in tbl C ' Marcb, One thquſand 
I © ſeven hundred. and fifty- 
* three, Ralph Crofts of Abbatſbury in the County 
of Dorſet, Innholder; Jobn Ford: of the fame 
* Place, Carpenter; John Baily of the ſame Place, 
«. Carpenter; Joſeph Gibbons of the ſame Place, 
Teoman; William Ford of the fame Place, 
Fiſherman; and Richard Arnold of the ſame 
* Blackſmith, voluntarily came before me Richard 
«Cooper, Gentleman, Mayor of the Borough of 
© Dorcheſter aforeſaid, and ſeverally made Oath as 
© follows; and firi! all of them the ſaid RalphCrofts, 
Jobs Ford, John Baily, Foſeph Gibbons, William 
* Ford, and Richard Arnold, make Oath and ſay, 
that on the firſt Day of January laſt paſt (New 
Stile) one Mary Squires, and allo George her Son, 
and 27 her Daughter, all came to Abbotſbury 
* aforefaid, and put up and quartered at the Old. 
* Ship and Exciſe Office there, then and now kept 
by one Jobn Gibbons, and all of them continued 
there for the Space of nine Days; during which 
Time they fold Handkerchieis and other Goods 
© about the Town of Abbo:5bury aforeſaid, And 
* theſe Deponents further ſay, that by the ſaid 
Mary Squires and her Children having from Time 
to Time uſed the Town of Abbotſbyry tor many 
Tears before, as Pedlars or Gypſies in ſellin 
Handkerchiefs and other Goods; and by the fai 
* Mary Squires having a 175 lar remarkable large 
„ under Lip, they oh aid Mary Squires and her 
Children became well known to all theſe Depo- 
* nents, and alſo to all or the greateſt Part of the 
other Inhabitants of the ſaid Town of 4bbot/- 
* bury. And therefore theſe Deponents verily be- 
* lieve, that her the ſaid Mary Squires, her 
Son and Daughter's coming to Abbotſbury afore- 
«* ſaid, on the ſaid xſt Day of January — 
$2 9 (New- 


————ů— — — —— 


— 2 — 
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( 16 y 
8 Der ew Süülel. and, 1055 inuit 
45 ning. Jays as af re 
© by, ons one hundxed o | : 
+ aforef 10. P 
Ka at Dorchelter in (2 Com J Ralph Croft . 
J e 1d De Pons Fob 1 5 
i e frog r bundredand John Baileys, , 
Ac thres, before na _—_—_ The Mis . 


hard ooper, A Mayer, * 
Sworn i in the Preſence — 8 ite Gi as, 
i jr ROPE: Wills, ” Willlam For * 
rene hard Aj 
This I my communes to the Friends. 0 
Canning. 


A 18 mg appeared alſo i upon the Trial. one 
Thomas reville from\ Cotnibe, 9 little Village a bout 


three Miles beyond Salih in Conhigm, 
of oc Mie beyond 6 of Gi 1050 405 Ace e 
that the old Gypſey, with her Son and Bauder, 
came to his Houſe on Su the 14th of Zanuary, 
and quartered there that Night; "the fi following Cer; 
uficatẽ to ſupport his ; Teflimpny My 6 al Tipper 
fore me 8 

| February the 5 8h, 17 
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rant Girl, was then in 840 ouſe, not undet Con- 
finement as a Priſoner, bur 1 2 thete by Can- 
ning's Friends ; and. tac the Day 12 


I diſcovered 


(18) 


diſcov to Juſtice Ledtard* of Un- 
age and a Willin ingreſs t to kel e rech 

This News was the more agreeable” 2 be 

cauſe it informed me, "0 —— rien bad 


AI CNT 


lined to inf 
SEA Geer of FiEhfiadtion wete then 


wick tne; and it was Their Opinion, as well as my 
OWN, that ſhe ſhould be immediately ſent for. 
1 thereu pon — Mr. White 4 10 one of 15 


ware OBO to the Gatebou 
Nam © deſir eeper of chat Goat to | ing 
\he r before me. 


: 119 leſs that 8 Whit returned, = If 
Hin came £55. * 48 of the Goaler's Ser- 
vants.” But wh Tok at Surprize tarne” in 
with her under Friends f 

; Though I communi to them all m Laer, 
 ahd intended, upon the cceſs of my Me 

haye fe ſent for wy f 85 pee bur 9. 7 

n- 

' formed me tha 1 DL rg * "Ip dte bor 

den aids Gee MET oh A Ber fn 

to hear J{bite atteſt upon Oath "the wicked 

late ictions Which PR. Ls at "hi Place, 
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boy ore, and ftand to 
I chen Proceeded Flach ws ame her yo 
(without OGath) ** All 194 e Tendetheſs, f 
havin reviouſl er ſpeak, the to 
Ng n 11 ne e to 'the 
zue were propoſed to her, to Which ane 
2255 no Anſwer ; the only Reply 1 coold get pu 
93 vin es or M, and even that was given with ant 
ble Marks of Horror and Diftrefs, with- Ca 
ahn the feuft Freedom or Appearance of Truth. 14 ll 
What, Gentlemen, tic you now have dne? tio 
I aſpeck her, if ſhe was deſſrous to (| to me ſiſt 
in another Room; and the moſt readily aſſented. 'th; 


* I de- 


be mus appre 
Se , Faliy; and ibât ſbe had on ber Exams 


619.) 
determined, however, I would not be with 
her alone; and therefore deſired Sir John Phillips, 
a Gentleman, whoſe Name is ſufficient to ſanctify 


what paſſed, to accompany me 


No ſooner had we retired, but ſhe inſtantly 
barſt into a flood of Tears, and confeſſed that all 


ſbe had ſorn was falſe Laſked her why the had 


not confeſſed this in the other room—her Anſwer 
was —rb#e Friends of Canning were (y. 
>. After very. ſhort Stay (a Quarter of an Hour 
at moſt) we returned, and ſne then publickly de- 
clared i that . Canrüng never cume intu the Houſe, 
** no-Robbery bad been committed there; that For- 
tune / Natus and h Wife lay in the: Noom Can- 


4% ings ſri be thgs-comfined in during the whole 


N of her pretended Confinement ; that Squires 
aud bet Fumiy reme' there but eight Days before 
benduid, and that the: whole. Story 


<<" nation before Faftize Tyſhmaker, and om ber Ex 
44" animation before \Fuftice Fielding, declared ſo. 
To this Confeſſion ſhe added the! gteat Satisfac- 
tion-the felt-arithe:Diſcharge of this heavy Load 
from her Mind. T % , 4 02h; 
Was it poſſible for me, Gentlemen, to deſcribe 
the Manner, in which the made this Recantation, 
you could not doubt its Truth or Sincerity. | 
I thep directed this, Girl, -with her own Conſent, 
to be taken care of in the Poultry- Compter (where 
the Friends of Canning promiſed to maintain her) 
and appointed the Thir/day following for another 
publick Examination: at which ſeveral Aldermen, 
and Gentlemen of Diſtinction, and the Friends of 
Canning, nay herſelf was alſo preſent. - * 
The Girl then went through a ſtrict Examina- 
tion of two Hours, with that Deportment, Con- 
ſiſtency, and Freedom (the Characters of Truth) 
chat all who were preſent (Canning's Friends ex- 
B 2 cepted) 


| (20) 
tepred) ſeemed convinced; indeed there could hot 
now want further Occaſion of Conviction. 

At this Examination, lik all the reſt, no one 


was excluded who deſired to be preſent, and all had 


the Liberry of aſking what Queſtions they pleaſed. 
_ "She was aſked, how ſhe'came to forſwear hers 
ſelf? her Anſwer was, That: when ſhe was at Mr 
« Fielding's ſheat firſt ſpoke the Truth, but was tal 
c _ was — 1 was — on 
« +7breatined ta be ſent to Newgate, and proſecute 
« 85a Felon; winleſs ſhe would ſdeak the Truth! 
And therefore ſwore. falſly to fave her own Life. 
She was further aſked; how ſhe was enabled to 
confirm:Canning in her Evidence; her Anſwer was, 
That ſhe had heard Canning s Story at Mrs. 
Mill“ s the day they were taken up, afterw 
at Juſtice yon a, and afterwards: from ſe- 
veral other Perſons; that Canning was. firſt 
examined upon the Trial, and chat iſhe ſtood 
* neariher at the Time ſſie her Evidence. 
One Circumſtance which happened I will men 
tion here; I ſnall take further Notice of it here- 
after, when I come to examine under whoſe Di- 
reſtions Canning PROBABLY was. = 


A 262-2131 [ 244 Y 6 
__ © Vid. Pusric ApverTisfts, Suturd 10th Feb: 1753. 
which (ſpeaking of this 87 goes an Account, * that this 
« Girl was brought before Mr. Fielding on Thur Evening, 
and was under Examination from Fx till at Night ;, 
£ when, after many hard Str „ and flout Denial of the 
* Truth, ſhe, at length, confeſled the Whole; by which means 
it is not doubted, but that all the AQtors of that cruel Scene 
will be brought to the Fate they deſerve.” 8 


I Vid. Mr. Fielding's Clear State of the Caſe of Elixabeth 


Canan, fol. 49. — ſays the Author, She had ny 


il 
of ſo many Prevarications and Contradiions, that I 4 


I would examine her no longer, but would commit her to 


« Priſon, and leave her to ſtand or fall by the Evidence againſt 
fer, and at the ſame time avs Mr. Salt to proſecute ber 
* 4: a Filon, together with the Gypſey Waomgn..' <===_s The 
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| (241) 
The Pitcber, in which was pretended to have 
been the Water, and the Bed-gown, which ſhe ſaid 
ſhe found in Wellis Houſe, and came home in, 
were produced upon this Examination; at the 
Cloſe of it, as Canning was folding up the Bed- 
gown, I ſaid to her, Child, you muſt not take it 
away with you; ſhe immediately anſwered, * 27s, 
Fe Tmuſt, Ir is uy MoTartR's.” 
Many Gentlemen heard it, and there were ſome 
who ſaid this was not only Hall's Recantation. 


Tho' 1 had no doubt of the Truth of Hall's 
8 et as there was a certain Way open 
to try its Validity, I could not neglect the Op- 


There was at this Time in Newgate, Suſan. Wells, 
the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, in which the Robbery 
had been pretended to be committed : Her Sen- 
tence had been burning in the Hand, which ſhe had 
ſuffered, and Impriſonment for a certain Time, 
under which ſhe now lay. She had. been preſent 
when Virtue Hall was alſo preſent, and by her, if 
this latter Account was true, it would be canfirm- 
ed; and if falſe, jt would be expoſed as ſuch by 
their different Relations. 188 

T accordingly went to Mr. Aterman s Houſe, 
companied by ſeveral Gentlemen of Diſtinction, 
amongſt whom The now Lord Mayor (who was 
preſent at the Girl's Recantation) was pleaſed to 
do me that Honour ; and there I examined this 
Wells, who, I am perſuaded, as yet knew nothing 
of HalPs having recanted. 

She aſſured me, that * all this Girl had ſworn 
* was falſe from the Beginning to the End ; that 
* no ſuch Perſon as Canning had ever been in her 
* Houſe; that no Robbery had been committed 
there; that Squires and her Family had came, 
there but eight Days 2 ſhe was r 

3 "ed; 


* Deputy-Keeper of Newgate. 


(22) 


ed 2 and confirmed, circumſtance by circum- | 
* ſtance, all that the other had declared in her Re- 


cantation.. _ DRY | 8 
Now, Gentlemen, let me appeal to you, whe- 
ther there is not a Way of procuring Truth even 


from the Wicked—Theſe” two Perſons, each of 
whom was ſtrictly examined for at leaſt two Hours, 


agreed in the moſt minute Articles That Agree- 
ment could ariſe from nothing but Truth— It is 


impoſſible that two Perſons, not knowing what' 


each other had ſaid, could agree in all the Circum- 
T_T. *'_ <.: 


* 


One Thing now opened the Way to another 
The Convict's Witneſſes from Enfield, who at the 
time of the Trial had been inſulted by the Mob, 


finding, the Avenues to Juſtice open, came, unſo- 
licited, 


the Guilt of her Accuſer. 
London, The Information of Fortune Natus, of 


Waltham-Croſs in the County of Hertford,” Huſ-" 
bandman, and Judy his Wife ; taken upon Oath 
the 12th Day of March 1733. before me Sir Criſp 


_ Gaſcoyne, Kut. Mayor of the City of London. 


Dor the above Informants ſay, that on 
y the very Day Suſanna Wells and Mary 
* Squires (two Convicts in Newgate) were taken 
* up for the ſuppoſed Robbery of Elizabeth Can- 
+ © ning, and for ten Weeks before, they lodged in 
the Houſe of the ſaid Suſanna Wells at Enfield 
* Waſh, and paid nine Pence per Week for their 
* Ladging.; and that during all that time (except 
one Night, and which was before laſt Chrifmas) 
they conſtantly lay in the very Room in the ſaid 
* Mrs. Wells's Houſe, in which the ſaid Elizabeth 
* Canzing has pretended ſhe was confined, and that 
| they 


unexpected and gave in the following 
Confirmation of the Convict's Innocence, and of 


2 838 28 


the 
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© they are poſitively afſured that they did not lie 
© one Night out of that Room during the whole 
Month of January laſt, which Room theſe De- 


© ponents fay is called the Work · ſnop or Lumber- 


© room, and is about ſeven Stairs up from the 
© Kitchen; and both theſe Informants ſay, that they 
never ſaw the ſaid Elizabeth Canning till the Day 
the ſaid Mary Squires and Suſanna Wells were ap- 
* prehended ; and that the Bed which they lay up- 
on was made up out of part of the Hay which 
© was in the ſaid Room; their Bolſter was a Bag 
of Wool; inſtead of Sheeting, they made uſe 
* of a large Piece of blue Cloth, and their Cover- 
ing were a few old Sacks: And they further ſay, 
© that the ſaid Suſanna 1 that Room 
* ſome Hay for an old Horſe ſhe had, and Pollard 
© for her Sow, and that ſne or Virtue Hall (who 
© lodged with her) uſed frequently to go into the 
Room for Hay for the Horſe, and daily for 
Pollard for the Sow. And this Informant For- 
tune Natus ſaith, that in the Month of January laſt 
© there was, according to the beſt of his Judgmenr, 
near half a Load of Hay in the ſaid Room, and 
that he this Informant frequently in the Month 
of January, during the time the ſaid Elizabetb 
Canning pretended ſhe was confined in the faid 
* Houſe, went with the very Pitcher to fetch Wa- 
* ter in, which the ſaid Elizabeth Canning pretends 
* ſhe had in the ſaid Room, during the time ſhe 
© pretended ſhe was confined there. Andthis = 
formant Judy Natus alſo faith, that in the faid 
Month of January ſhe alſo frequently faw the faid 
* Pitcher, and that it was in conſtant Uſe in the 
Family; and further, both theſe Informants ſay, 
© that the ſaid Mary Squires did not come to lodge 
© at the ſaid Suſanna Wells's till about a Week and 
© a Day before the Time of their being fo appre- 
hended, and that theſe Informants never ſaw the 

B 4 | * ſaid 


(.) 

did Mary Squires befor: Aach De Ea ſo 
„ame e there; — . theſe _—_— 

© mants ſay, that they were bp Thi ler attegd- 

ed as Witneſſes at che Oli ae to have given 


4727 7 for the ſaid Mary $ wires | and Sulanua ' 


ells upon their Trial, b twithſtandin 
6 they ſhowed — 9 — — 's 10 f. People - 


q the 0¹ ailey Yard, — were uſed vexy ill there, 


1 „ aaylk by the Mob, — prevented from going 
: into Court to give their Evidence: And 

this Informant Jud) Natus ſaith, that a Gentle- 
© man now preſent called Mr. Ezra N biin, 
ſome time in the Month of January laſt, but what 
© Day ſhe does not remember, came with the ſaid 


6 Suſanna Wells into this Informant's faid Room in 


© the Morning, whilſt ſhe this Informant was in 
Bed, to look for part of a Sign which was miſs- 


* ing, and which was. under the Foot of the Bed 
he lay in. 


Taken = ſworn ( 4 The Mark of 
the Informants) i ** 
and? earfirſt above 434, Fortune Natus, 
ten, at my Magfon- be Mart of 
CL in London, before | Rf, 
Judy Natus, 


"or p Gaſcoyne, Mayor. 


e Information of Ezra Whiffin, of Endfield in the 
County of Middleſex Innbolder, taken upon Oath 
EMT 1753, before me Sir 
Le, 'Gaſcope Kut. Mayor of the Gy of 


I8 Informant ſaith he well remem- 

bers, that in the Morning of the 18th pf 
Jan anuary laſt, he this Informant was at the, Houſe 
| of Suſanna Wells (now a Convict in Newgate) 


: Fs at Exſild ii abb, in order ta fetch away 2 
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s of the Arm belonging to a Sign, called the 
© Crown, wry he had bought of zi ſome Time 


before; and that he and the ſaid Mrs. Wells chat 
Morning went up into a Room belonging to the 
© ſaid Houſe, called the Work- nog or Lumbers 
© Room, the Entrance into which. is from the 
Kitchen, and js about 7 Stairs from it; and ſaith, 
chat they found that part of the Sign in the ſaid 
© Room, underneath the Foot of a Hay-Bed which 
was in the ſaid Room, and in which Bed one 
© Fudy Natus, now preſent here, and who lodged 
tin the ſaid Houſe, was at the ſame time.“ : 
Taken and ſworn the DayY Ezra Whiffing. 
and Year firſt. above- | | 

written, at myManſion- ( ; 
houſe in London, Be-) a 
fore 1 „ a 

Criſp Gaſcoyne, Mayer, 


The Information of Elizabeth Long, Wife of Richard 


Long, of Endfield; in the County of Middleſex, 
Huſbandman, taken upon Oath this 121h Day of 
March 1753, before me Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, Kat. 
Mayor of the City of London. 


c HIS Informant on her Qath ſaith, that ſhe 
6 is the Daughter of Suſanna Wells, a Con- 
© vict in Newgate, and that ſhe lived near her {aid 
Mother's at Exfield-Waſh ; that the uſed almoſt 
© daily to go and fee her ſaid Mother, and that ſhe 
particularly remembers the time that Mary 
* Squires, alſo a Convict in Newgate, her Son and 
* two Daughters, came to her ſaid Mother's to 
© lodge there; and further faith, that her ſaid Mo- 


. © ther and the faid Mary Squires were taken up on 


a Thurſday, and that it was on the Wegnejday 
+ ſe*nnight before that Day, when the ſaid Mary 
+. Squires, her Son and two Daughters came firſt 
; 8 188 4 to 


626) 

1 ——_— 4 | * [0 1132 
© to lodge there, and that ſhe this Informant never 
< ſaw them before; and faith, that ſhe well knows 
Fortune Natus and Judith his Wife, who lodged 
© at her ſaid Mother's about nine or ten Weeks 
before ſhe was ſo apprehended, and that during 
© that Time the faid Fortune Natus and his Wife 
lay in the Room called the Lumber-room or 
© Work-ſhop, the Entrance to which is from the 
© Kitchen, and is about ſeven Stairs Diſtance from 
© it, and is the very Room in which Elizabeth Can- 
ning has pretended ſhe was confined; and faith, 
* that in the Month of Fanuary laſt ſhe this Infor- 
mant was very frequently in the ſaid Room; 
and further ſaith, that her ſaid Mother uſed to 
keep Hay for her Horſe, and Pollard to feed her 
* Sow with, in that ſaid Room ; and laſtly, this 
© Informant ſaith, that ſhe never ſaw the ſaid Eli- 


* zabeth Canning before the ſaid Day her Mother 


s was apprehended,” “. . 
Taten and ſworn the Day, Elizabeth Long. 
and Year firſ® within | 
written, at my Manſion- 
houſe in London, before 
Criſp Gaſcoyne, Mayor 


The Information of Mary Larney, of Endfield, is 
the County of Middleſex, taken upon Oath this 
13th Day of March 1753, before me Sir Criſp 

© Gaſcoyne, Kut. Mayor of the City of London. 


0 H 15S Informant faith, that on the Wed- 
" ne ſday ſe nnight before the Time of Mary 
© $quires's (now a Convict in Newgate) being ta- 
© ken up, ſhe came to this Informant's Houf: to 
buy ſome Bread and Small- beer, and that after- 
ter wards till the time of her being taken up, ſhe, 
* her Son and two Daughters often came £ — 
8 Infor- 
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© Informant's Houſe to buy ſuch Chandlery Goods 
* as ſhe could ſupply them with That during 
y Ef ime they ed at the Fjouſe of Suſanna 
** 205 at Eaſicld- Maſb, which is ſituate almoſt op · 
« polite this Informant's Houſe on the other Sie 
© of the Road; and ſaith, that although the ſaid 
© Mrs. Hells's Houſe is in the full View of this 
* Informant's Houſe, yet ſhe this Informant never 
© ſaw the ſaid Mary Squires, her Son and two 
* Daughters before the time of the ſaid Mary 
* Squires's ſo coming to this Informant's Houſe in 
© her Life; and faith, that if they had been at the 
* ſaid Mrs, Wells's for any conſiderable time be- 
* fore, this Informant believes ſhe mylt have ſeen 
© them, and faith that ſhe never heard, nor does 
© ſhe believe that the ſaid Mary Squires, her Son 
and Daughters were at the ſaid Mrs. Wells's be- 
* fore the time above-mentioned ; and further ſaith, 
© that ſhe knows Fortune Natus and his Wife, and 
© that ſhe believes they lodged at the ſaid Mrs, 
* Welly's for about nine or ten Weeks before the 
time of the ſaid Mary Sguires's being fo appre- 
r 1 

Taken and ſworn before ne) The Mark ef 

be 13th Day of March B ; 
1753, 4t my Manſion- Mary. Larney. , 
))) A -.o. 


. «Criſp Gaſcoyne, Mayor. 


o 


Many other Perſons alſo came voluntarily before 
me from the ſame Place, offering accumulated 
Proof of the ſame Truth, but I thought it un- 

neceſſary, | 
Theſe Witneſſes were allo examined in the Pre- 
ſence of the Girl's Friends, in the like candi © nd 
blic Manner; and notwithſtanding the moſt 
ſtrict and ſeparate Examinations, they not only 
canfirmed each other, but alſo the n of 
irtue 


(28 ) 


Virtue. Hall and Suſanna Wells, in gre Circum- 


pri ie Canning*s Friends were ſti I phaſed to 
yh 

© Upon a ſtrict Enquiry into the Credit of theſe 
Witneſſes, there appeared no Reaſon to doubt 
their Veracity.—I can ſpeak more EY y as 
to the Characters of Mr. M biſſin and Fortune Natus, 
ſeveral Perſons of unqueſtionable 1 havio 
aſſured me, that they were very. honeſt, ſober, be, 
induſtrious Men. — 


If Natus and his Wife did not lay in this Room, | 


Phot elſe did they lay ? The contrary never ap- 


PeIf Zero) Whiffin was not in this Room on the 18th. 
of January, or did not ſee Judith Natus there, 
what could induce him to ſwear it ? His Regard 
for publick Juſtice, ay the Prejudice the 
Times, has almoſt prov r Man's Ruin. 
When Fudith Natus was be ore me, ſhe decla- 


red, that ſhe was at Mr. ring fs at the fame 


time with Virtue Hall, that ſhe herſelf alſo was 
examined, and gave the late Account then the 
did now. © 

This Fact is beyo eſtion ; Mr. Fielding 
himfelf ſays, that i; Gude Natus bein examin- 
«© 1 — her Oath before him, declared that ſhe 
and her Huſband lay in the ſame Room, where 
* Elizabeth Canning pretended to have been con- 
< fined, during the whole time of her pretended 
« Confinement; and declared that ſhe. had never 
© ſeen or heard of any ſuch Perſon as. Elizabeth 
Canning in Wells's Houſe,” 

What Reaſon there was to prefer the Account of 


Canning, — and unconfirmed as it was, 


le Account firſt offered by Yirtue 


> Vid. Mr. Fituvixc's Cher State of Canning's Caſe, 
Fol. 47. 
Hall, 


to the proba 
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Hall, and confirmed dy dib Naas, I cannot 


"If Vite, Hall» Examination had been taken, & 
ſhe. would have freely given it; if no Threats had 
been uſed to frighten — if Mr. Fielding himſelf 
22 her Information, or _ 
ly preſent, w it was prepared, the — 
bles, which enſued, could not have happened. 

5 What-could this Girl: ſay rb her being 
e ee ebe e be n 


At this time the two Men, who had hen ſent.for 
[ Abbotſemry, arrived, bringing Teſtimonials of 
their Characters from the Rev. Mr. Harris 
al y were conducted to Newgate-to'ſee the Con- 
„where, as they who attended informed me, 
they convenſed with:her for ſoma lime as one 
hond they perfectly well knew z and upon their 
Return they were ſeparately and publickly examin- 
ed im the Preſence of a large Aſſembiy: of Gentle- 
men (the Girl's Friends 1 and _ 
the n Informations :. 
21 025 4 
The Information of Viekhizedeck Arnold. 95 the 
: Town of Abbotſbury in the County 2 Dorſet, 
b taten upon Oath this 13th Day of 
March 1753, bſere me Sir * Nu. 
2 0 of the Lity of London. 


aug , 

18 Informant on his Oath faith, that he 

is upwards of forty Years; of Age, was 

6 born in, and always lived at Abbotsbury, and that 

he was applied to laſt Saturday at Abbotsbury, by 
the Rev. Mr. Harris, Miniſter of that Place, to 

come up to London, to ſee one Mary Squires an 

old Gypley-woman. (now a Convict in Newgaze) 

and to give his Evidence concerning what he 

6 * knows of her, and ſaith, that he this Morn- 


* ing 


(9d) _ 
* vent belegen, 60 fes ale 
* he poſitively ſaith, that he ſaw the ſulcqtuag 
Se — hef Sdn Vvorgeꝝ ahd Lucy her Daugh- 


ter at the Houſe or pubhek An kept! b 
* Gibbays, called by the: Name of the $hip'in fi. 
* ae ro ry on onday the firſt Day of Na- 

mary ſaſt, Ne Stile / andifairh; that thut: x 


« Eveningihe, This Inforiniant; played upon the Vi- 


oli to ſom yup; Mer and Women who / were 
© innocently dancing in theſſai Houſe, of 2which 
Number were the ſaid George and Lacy Sguires; 
-5 and: faith; that the fame Evening heifaw tlie ſaid 
o Mary Sytires fitting at the Kitchen'Fire' chere?; 
and faith3thation Sf ſixth) Day of the 


ald Month vf Jannary,: being /Twelfth-dayy in 


the Evening there was another Match of Dancing 
at dne Kad Thus, and thatithe ſaic George ant 


Ludty Squirer were of thar Putty, and that Keyes 


Informant, alſo then p 
he remembers Mary 


layect to thetn, and cht 
ie; chat Eveingoſnt by 


vu the Fire — — the young Com 


pany were dancing. And tlut Informant! alſb 
« faith, that at ſeveral other times in that Week he 
(a the ſuid Mary Squires, and her ſaid Son and 
„Daughter, in Abbotsbury; and ſaith, "that he 


knows the faid Joby Gibbons, and alſo I illiam 


Clarte of Abbotsbury aſoreſaid Cord wainer, and 
that they are Perſons of Character, and he 
verily believes they would not on any account 
give falſe Evidence, And laſtly, this Infdym̃ant 
further ſaith; — he — II cate 
ard Affidavit hereunto annexed — — in 
s of a; 


to be an Affidavit made by ſix Per 
'* botsbury, and a Certificate of faxteen. Perſons &f 
« Abbotsbury aforeſaid, proving and certifying that 
Mary Squires, George her Son, and ber 
a fin: nord ad 57. on, F 
The Certificate and Aſſidavit before inſerted + 
* Daughter 


. -_ # * 1 o ; 
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* Daughter were at Abbotsbury afore ſaid on the ſaid 
56 bs of June, and and that they continued 
© thre nine Days; and this Informant on his o 
e Farber Tach, char w El | Mary Squirls 
therein named, and the ſaid ' Squires the 
* Cotivict in Newgate'is one and che ſame Perſon]; 
and faith, that he; this Informant, well knows all 
"© the Petſons ſo proving and certifying the ſame, 
15 and" that they are all Perſons of good Credit 
and this Informant faith, that the Inhabitants in 

er who reſide in the ſaid Town: of Abr, 

yy can teſtify ſtify che ſame, man 
Taten and fworn' ar © 70 


el: L myManſion 7 i and 0 int 1 7 5 
2! 1154 London | Melchizedeck. Arnold,” 
big and" een nh bick od Wi 
5h N written, „ avi 27913 * 
100 Me, 1613 (311! DIL 3 2 (1 Hor ogls 
32610 170i Gaſes; 8 N 4114 Ct \ 
2111 Hts Ivformay S(1103 < 6 har pen T1 * 

an of Jo ohn Ford, f Abbots, 2 
bo iv unty t Carpenter and Sb 


naten upon Oath this 13th . 257 
| before -me Sir Criſp. Gee Eu Mayor 
1b n „ 24G 4 


* *. f 
HIS . faith, chat he nber 

nine Years' of Age, and has lived for 
many Tears at aforeſaid, and that he 
was applied to by the Rev. Mr. Harris, Mini- 
* ſter of Abolſbury aforeſaid, to ſee Mary Squires 
©: . Gypſey · woman (now a Convict in New- 

gate) and to teſtify what he knows concerning 
8 ny and faith, that he accordingly this Morn- 
ing went into Newgate to ſee her, and ſaith, 
„that he has known the ſaid Mary Squires, and 
her Son and Daughter George Squires and Lucy 
6: 1 theſe three Years paſt, and faith, that 


© on 


wah 


(82) 
on Meniday abe firſt: ea ers be fi Neu- 
'* Niles he dau che Hie N ler 


4 and Daughter, at the;Ship, ar {bby 
*. is kept by. this. Jnformang's —_—_ 

*' which- Heufe'. is; oppoſite. £0, thas U 
and this Informant al moſt. daily frequents that 
i*. Haouſu, und- particularly remembers, that in 
+, the Eyening uf the ſaid New-year's Day, there 


© was u Party of danging in that Houſe, ang: chat 
the ſaid George and Lag Squares, were of that 


Party, and that he, this, Lafermant,' faw Nr. 
© Melchizeleck Arnold of Abbatfbery play u 1 * 

violin to them, and the ſame Evening the 
* ſaid Mary Squires ſitting by the Kitchen Fire, 
and thar'rill:the'Zur/day Selnnight following he 
< ſaw the ſaid Mary Sguiret, and her Children, 
there ſeveral times, on which Tweday they left 
© the ſaid Town; and faith, that he, chis I orm- 
ant, ſells Bread; Tobacon; 
Goods, and they uſed frequently to come to his 


Shop and buy Things of Himduting ſua their 


in Abu / ry. And further, this) Ne 
« Ns faith, that he alſo knows William Clatke, of 
* Abbottbury, Cordwainer, and that he, aud the 
* ſaid John Gibbons, are Perſons of good Charac- 
ter, and he verily believes they would on no 
Account give falſe Evidence. And laſfflyThth, 
* that he has heard the Cortificate, and Affidavit 
< hereunto: annexed, read, purporting to be an Aſ- 
« fidavit made b fix Perſons,. and a Certificate of 
< faxteen Perſons of Abbotsbury aforeſaid, proving 
and certifying the ſaid amy Squires; and her 
* ſaid two Children's, being at-Abbotzhury on the 
« {aid firſt Day of January, and.their Continuance 
there nine Days, and faith, that the ſaid Mary 
* Squires, in the faid Affidavit and Certificate 
named, and. the faid Mary Squires, a Convict in 
Newgate, is one 20d the lame. Perſon. Hay 
o 
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. | 
© laſtly ſaith, that he, this Informant, well knows 
all the Perſons ſo proving and certifying the 
« ſame, and they are all Perſons of good Credit. 
And laſtly, this Informant ſaith, that the ſaid 
Mary Squires, and her two Children's, having 
© been at Abbotsbury for the Time aforeſaid, 1s 
well known to almoſt all the Inhabitants of that 
* Town.” -.- | Abe | 
Taken and ſworn at my Manſion- 
Houſe in London, the Day and | 
Year” firſt written, before me John Ford. 
. Criſp Gaſcoyne, Mayor. | 


Will it be ſaid that theſe Men declared falſely ? 
What could be their Inducement ? They were ho- 
neſt and diſintereſted, they deſired no Frofit from 
their Journey, and were intire Strangers to me. , 

It may be now juſtly aſked, how came it that all 
were not ſatisfied ? 

I could explain the Reaſons why, but forbear to 
inflame——l would not unneceſſarily throw any 
Reproach upon the Authors of my own Suffer- 
ings. 

But Facts muſt be ſtated. 

They queſtioned the Veracity of theſe Men, 
and not only they, bur the whole Town of Ab- 
botsbury (becauſe the greateſt Part of its Inhabi- 
tants could prove the Gypſey's having been there) 
were ſtigmatized as Thieves and Smugglers 
there was not a Man of Credic amongſt them — 
the very Clergyman, a Gentleman of as fair and 
hononrable Character as ever lived, was joined in 
the Slander ; and hardly the * Atteſtation of a 
Nobleman of particular Honour, who perſonally 
knew him, could reſcue him from the Cenſure. 


* A Letter from a noble Lord to Mr. Fielding. 
C As 


(34) 

As to myſelf, whatever the Tongue of Inſolence 
and Falſehood could invent was thrown upon me: 

And from this Moment it became criminal to 
queſtion the Guilt of Squires, or the Truth of 
Canning. | 
With theſe Proofs I waited upon the Lord 
Chancellor, and laid before him my whole Con- 
"dut—and it was no ſmall Satisfaction to me, 
that his Lordſhip 8 of my Proceedings. 

Till all this Evidence appeared, although cer- 
tain of the Convict's Innocence, I had not been 
quite convinced of the Girl's Guilt. : 

Though the Charge againſt Squires was falſe, 
I was willing to think there might poſſibly be ſome- 
thing in the Story, though aggravated to 
vagance and Folly in the relating; 

ut after all theſe Proofs were taken, there was 

no Room to retain the leaſt favourable Thought 
—— Humanity itſelf could no longer plead for 
her——'twas plain the Whole was a Contrivance 
a moſt wicked and cruel Falſity. | 


The great Queſtion, with reſpect to my Con- 
duct, is, whether I ſhould have ſtopped here, or 
proceeded ? | > , 

This, as all other Matters that concern myſelf, 
I do moſt readily, Gentlemen, ſumbit to your 
Opinion, and for the Guidance of your Judgment, 
Permit me to lay open my whole Heart, and to 
give you all my Reaſons. 

Before me was a Criminal, guilty in the ſame 
Degree in which the Accuſed was innocent ; the 
Queſtion was, whether I ſhould direct her to be 
brought to Juſtice, or let her eſcape unpuniſhed ? 

No one ſurely will ſay, that the Detection of 
ſuch an Impoſture is not of the laſt Conſequence 
to public Security. 

the preſent Caſe the Difficulty and the Dan- 
get 


(3s ) 
ger of a Proſecution ſeemed ta render a Proſecu- 
tion (till more neceſſary. | 

A Faction was formed to diſarm the Magiſtrate, 
and to place this Girl above the Reach 12 

| am ſorry to add, it was too evident to me and 
to many others, that at the Head of this Faction 
were thoſe, who believed this Girl an Impoſtreſs, 
and yet continued to protect her, only in Oppoſi- 
tion to me. 

What I did my Heart told me, my Duty and 
my Station required. 

Lou neyer could intend that the Chief Magiſtrate, 
appointed by yourſelves, ſhould upon any Occaſion 
ſuffer Guilt to be ſkreened by Faction, or Crimes 
like her's to paſs with Impunity. 

When the Sword of Juſtice ſhall ceaſe to be the 
Enſign of Authority, it will ceaſe to be the En- 
ſign of Honour, 

In theſe Sentiments, G ntlemen, I was not ſin- 
lar. Many wiſe and good Men were of the 
ame Opinion; they ſaw the Neceſſity of a Pro- 
ſecution, and ſaw too that unleſs I directed it none 
would, and they thought it a Piece of Juſtice 
which I owed to myſelf, and to the high Office I 
bore, to the Honour of the City of London, and 
to the Vindication of the Laws of my Country. 

Toall this I own ſomething was added with re- 
ſpeR to myſelf. A Man's Duty to his Country is 
the firſt Conſideration, but that which regards him- 

ſelf only is not to be quite neglected, 
If he owes his Services in an important Office to 


his Conſtituents and to the Public, he owes alſo 


his Example. The Juſtification of my Conduct 
from the numberleſs Reproaches it was expoſed to, 
I felt as ſome Motive, but it was the leaſt. 

Had I ſtopped here, what had become of che 
Enquiry ? Public Juſtice had been but half vindi- 
cated, Guilt had not been at all puniſhed, the Cri- 

3 + minal 
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falſe Evidence) were publiſhed in the daily Papers, 


3 | 
minal would have been ſuppoſed innocent, and the 


Royal Mercy would have been arraigned ; for this 


is an Age in which Men ſtop at no Indecency; 
and, with regard to myſelf, I muſt have remained- 
under an inſuperable Load of Obloquy, for having 
ſo far done my Duty, becauſe I had not diſcharged 
the whole of my Duty. | Fi 
Upon theſe Conſiderations I directed a Warrant 
to apprehend her ; but at the ſame time that No- 
rice ſhould be ſent to her Friends, and on their Ap- 
arance moderate Bail was taken. | 
In all this, I hope, I acted in a Manner become- 
ing the great Truſt you repoſed in me. | 
This neceſſary Step to bring the Girl to Juſtice, 
and in which-I had the Satisfaction to be juſtified 
by very great Opinions, was reſented by thoſe, 
who called themſelves her Friends, in ſo very ex- 
traordinary a Manner, that from that Moment 
ſeemed determined to purſue every Method in their 
Power, without the leaſt Regard to their own-Cha- 
raters, to Decency or Law, in order to protect 


her from Puniſhment, or rather to prevent her 
Impoſture from being diſcovered to the World. 


Advertiſements for Evidence (the- Parent of 
Affidavits were taken, privately taken, , in 
Conſequence, Proſecutions for Perjury, before un- 
thought of, were actually ſet on Foot againſt the 
three innocent Countrymen—Not their Acquittal 
only warrants my calling them fo, for it will appear. 
the Proſecutors themſelves THEN &new them to be 
innocent. 
Theſe extraordinary Steps obliged me to take 


ſome further Informations, for the Security of the 


Convict's Life, (whoſe Pardon was ſtrongly oppo- 
fed) for the better Manifeſtation - of the Guilt of 
her Accuſer, and for the Juſtification of my own 
Conduct. 5 ä 

| Soon 
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(37) | 
Soon after the Trial three worthy Citizens, then 
unknown to me, and who at firſt had acted as Friends 
to the Girl, voluntarily came and offered (when- 
ever it ſhould be thought neceſſary) the Evidence 
contained in their-following Information : 


The Informations of Gawen Naſh of London, Gold- 
ßfnithb; John Hague of London, Goldſmith, 
and Edward Aldridge of London, Goldſmith, ta- 
ken upon Oath this 23d Day of March 1753, 
before me Sir Criſp Gaſcoyne, Kut. Mayor of the 

City of London. e 
f E Informant Gawen Naſb ſaith, that up- 
on the 31ſt Day of January laſt upon 
reading the public News Papers, and therein the 
© Repreſentation of the Caſe of Elizabeth Can- 
© ning, this Informant went to Mr. Edward Lyon 
a a Carpenter in Aldermanbury (an Acquaintance of 
this Informant's) with whom the ſaid Elizabeth 
Canning had lived as a Servant, to enquire into 
© the Truth of it, and from the Account he then 
received of it, this Informant giving Credit to 
it, voluntarily offered his Service and Aſſiſtance 
to — the Offenders to Juſtice, and for this 
Purpoſe this Informant and ſeveral other Perſons 
attended the ſaid Elizabeth Canning to Guildhall, 
where the gave an Account of the Affair to the 
then ſitting Alderman (Mr. Alderman Chitty) 
and declared upon her Oath that Mother Wells 
(for ſo ſhe called her) had robbed her; upon 
which a Warrant was granted for appretrending 
her, and faith, that upon that worthy Magiſtrate's 
aſking her to deſcribe the Room ſhe ſaid ſhe had 
been confined in, ſhe declared that it was a little 
ſquare dark Room, the Windows whereof 
were nailed up with Boards, and that there was 
an Iron Grate in the Chimney in which ſhe tound 
an old Bed-gown, and that there were a few old 
. | Pictures 
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(38) 
Pictures over the Chimney ;- and further ſhe 
© then declared, that ſhe knew where ſhe had been 
* confined by ſeeing the Hertford Stage-coach go 
by, which ſhe ſaid ſhe ſaw through the Cracks 
* of the Window-boards, but ſhe gave no De- 
ſcription of any Hay, and many other re- 
© markable things herein after-mentioned which 
* werefound in the Room. And theſe Informants, 
* the ſaid Naſo, Hague, and Aldridge ſay, that on 
the firſt Day of February laſt they, and the ſaid 
© Edward Lyon, went in a Coach to Enfeld, in 
order to have the ſaid Mrs. Wells brought to 


© Juſtice, and to view the Room to ſee how iar 


< the Deſcription thereof anſwered the Account 
given by the ſaid Aliaabeth Canning (and which 
* Deſcription the Informants Hague and Aldridge 
_ * ſay, they, the Day before, had an Account of 
from the other Informant Nao.) And further, 
all the three Informants ſay, that they went over 
the Houſe to ſee if they could find any Room 
< anſwering the Deſcription of the Room ſo given 
by the ſaid Elizabeth Canning, but could not find 
* any one at all anſwering it. And further, theſe 
© Informants ſay, that about an Hour afterwards 
+ the ſaid Elizabeth Canning came down there in a 
* Chaiſe, attended with a great Number of Per- 
'© ſons; but before her Arrival there one Addiſan 
(as theſe Informants believe his Name is) who 
had been in the Houſe, and ſaw there was a great 
© (Quantity of Hay in the Room called the Work- 
* ſhop or Lumber-room, went to meet the Chaiſe, 


and afterwards came riding back in a Hurry, | 


« cried put we are all right, e ſays there is a little 
* Hay in the Room. d theſe Informants ſay, 


that after ſuch her Arrival at the ſaid Mrs. Wells's 
+ Houſe, ſhe was taken into a Room where the 
« faid Mrs, Wells, Mary Squires (the Convict) 
ber two Daughters, Judy Netus, and 1 
DN OTA 
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( 39) 
other Women were preſent, and after ſome ſhort 
time there the ſaid Elizabeth Canning pitched 
© upon the ſaid Mary Squires to be the P that 
q off, upon which the ſaid Mary 
res. (who is a very antient Woman, and one 
__— moſt — Perſons they ever ſaw) 
up to her, and in a very great Surprize, 
1 = all the Appearance of Innocence, ſaid, 
ä — — if you had ever ſeen 
© me, you muſt have deſcribed me, God has made-me 
© ſo very remarkable ; and thereupon the poor old 
* Woman pointed to her large under Lip, the re- 
* markable Features of her Face, and to e King's 
* Evil which had greatly ſcarrified the lower Part 
of her Face; and upon her aſking the Time, 
* and the ſaid Elizabeth Canning's ſaying New- 
© year's On the ſaid Mary Squires — 
and without Heſitation, declared ſhe was then 
| above 100 Miles off in the Country; and be- 
* ing aſked where, ſhe replied, at Abbotsbury | 
* yond Darchefter ; and Lin Son and two 
* ters confirmed it. After which the aid Zlizebeth 
© Canning was carried about the Houſe to aſcertain 
the Room ſhe pretended ſhe had been confined 
in, and being —— Work- ſhop or Lumber- 
room, ſhe declared that was the Room, which 
* was a light Room and a light Caſement in it, 
© and in which Room there was a large Quantity 
of Hay, and an old black ruſty Hay- but 
© there was no Grate in the Chimney, ——— 
© beſt of their Judgment they do not believe there 


©. had been a Grate in the Chimney for —— 


Months, for the Bottom of the Chimney w 
covered with old Duſt and Cobwebs, — 72 
Cobwebs alſo were ſo diſperſed about the Chim- 
* ney, that it is impoſſible a Grate could have been 
in it in the Mon NN 
* Obſervation and and ſay, that over the 
C4 * Chimney 
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(140) 
© Chimney there were no Pictures, or any Marks 
to be diſcovered of any having been there; and 
the Window Caſement of that Room was eaſily 
to be opened at Pleaſure. And theſe Informants, 
the ſaid Hague and Naſh ſay, that upon the ſaid 
ague's aſking the ſaid Elizabeth Canning how 
ſhe came not to go out of the Caſement, which 
be pointed to? ſhe ſaid, ſhe believed it was 
*. nailed, whereupon both theſe Informants very 
* narrowly examined the Window Frame, and 

© there was not to be found the leaſt Mark or Ap 
* pearance of its having been nailed or faſtened : 
and theſe Informants ſay, that there hung a Jack- 
© line and Pully in the Room, which had a Com- 
* munication with the Jack in the Kitchen, and 
© there was an old broken Caſement upon the Chim- 
* ney-ledge, three old Saddles, a Neſt of old fa- 
© ſhioned Drawers, and a large high Tub (in 
* which the Informant Naſh remembers there was 
* ſome Pollard) and which ſeveral Things, from 
© the Cobwebs and Naſtineſs about them, had the 
* Appearance of being there a conſiderable time, 
C 1 the Caſement upon the Chimney- 
© ledge, the Cobwebs about which joined the 
Wall; and they ſay, upon the ſaid Informant 
& Hague's aſking her if ſhe had ſeen that Caſe- 
ment, the Jack-lines and Pulleys, and the Sad- 
dles there before, ſhe declared ſhe never ſaw the 
« Caſement, or Jack-lines, and Pulleys before, 
* but that ſhe believed ſhe had ſeen one of the 
* Saddles, at which theſe Informants were greatly 
* furprized. And all the Informants ſay, that For- 
* tune Natus, and Judy his Wife, declared there 
at that time that they had laid in that Room ten 
* Weeks before, all but one Night, and which Vir- 
tue Hall, who was there, confirmed; and upon 
the ſaid Elixabetb Canning's ſaying, that Virtue 

Hall was there when the ſaid Mary Squires cut 


© off 
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© off her Stays, ſhe went to the ſaid Elizabeth» 


© Canning with all ſeeming Innocence, and ſmiling, 


© ſaid to her, ſhe never ſaw her before in her lite. 


And laftly, all theſe Informants ſay, that altho* 


they embarked in this Affair at their own Ex- 
pence, as Friends to public Juſtice, and out of 
© Tenderneſs to a poor Girl whom they believed 
© was injured yet from the Satisfaction they re- 


ceived at the ſaid Mrs. Wells's, from the Ap- 


© pearance of Things not at all anſwering the De- 
© ſcription that had been given, they concluded, 
© that the Story of the ſaid Elizabeth Canning was 
impoſſible to be true, that they themſelves had 
© been impoſed upon, and therefore they deſiſted 
©'to aſſiſt in the Proſecution. - | 


Sworn this 2 3d Day of. 

March 1733, at my} Gawen Naſh, 

- Manſion-bouſe,Lon-% John Hague, 
don, by all the In- Edward Aldridge. 
formants, before me, 

Criſp Gaſcoyne, Mayor. 


What could induce thoſe Gentlemen at firſt to 
take the Part of the Girl, but their Perſuaſion that 
ſhe had been injured ? What could now move 
them to take the Part of the Convict, but their 
Belief that ſhe was innocent ? ; 

It is impoſſible they could bear any Malice to- 
wards the Girl—their Characters are above it 
beſides, the Compaſſion they {till expreſſed for her, 
from an Apprehenſion there were others, more 


guilty, concerned, was a Proof of the contrary. 


This Information I alſo communicated to the 
Friends of Canning, although it was too evident 
they were determined not to be convinced, or not 


to appear ſo. 


The laſt Information, which I took to lay before 
8 His 


* 


* 
* * 
= 
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His Majeſty with the R was Andrew Wake's, 
an Exciſeman, whoſe Name was mentioned by 
Gibbons in his Teſtimony upon the Trial. 
Gibboxs: being then queſtioned, how he knew it 
was the firſt of January when Squires came to Ab- 
botshury, anſwered, that he remembered it was that 
Day, by the the particular Circumſtance af one 
Andrew Wake's having come to his Houſe, and 
officiated for the Exciſeman who was ſick. 
This Hake had been now for ſome time ſtationed 
at Lewes in Suſſex. *o—__|_ 6 
I directed an Application to be made to the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe, requeſting them to ſend 
for Mate to London—+Thoſe Gentlemen, as deſirous 
_— public Juſtice, ordered him up to 


own. 
This Man had no Friendſhip to ſway him, no 
Intereſt to ſerve ; an Accident occaſioned his being 
at Abbotsbury, and he was now removed from it. 
He alſo was a new and ſtrong Evidence of the 
Convict's Innocence, his Account was —— 
and the Exciſe-Books, which were ſent for upon 
that Occaſion, atteſted it. 15 
Ibis Witneſs, like the reſt, underwent a public 
and ſtrict Examination (Canning's Friends being 
preſent) and made the following Information, 


The Information of Andrew Wake, Supernumerary 

40 Mr. William Wigſon, Collector of the Exciſe 

_ at Lewes in Suſſex, taken upon Oath ;his 26th 

Day of March 1753, before me Sir Criſp Gaſ- 
coyne, Kut. Mayor of the City of London. 


C HIS Informant faith, that by the Orders of 
1 the Superviſor of Dorcheſter, he went to 
* Abbotsbury the 3 iſt Day of December laſt, N. S. 
being Sunday, to officiate for Fobn Ward the Ex- 
»* ciſeman there, who was ill; and that he, this 

Informant, 
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Informant, lodged at the Houſe of Johw Gibbons 
$ who keeps the Old Ship there, and at which 
« Houſe the Exciſe-Office is kept there, on which 
Pay he ſaw a Perſon there who went by the 
Name of George Squires, who then told this In- 
* formant that his Mother and Siſter were at a little 
Village, which he thinks he called Lion, about 
* twoor three Miles off, and were expected thete 
© in a Day or two. And ſays, that the ſaid George 
* Squires that Night, and for ſeveral ſucceeding 
© Nights during his Stay there, lay in the ſame 
Room (though not in the ſame Bed) with this In- 
formant; and faith, that during his Stay there, 
* he, this Informant, officiated for the ſaid Jaba 
* Ward from the firſt Day of January to the 1 gth 
of January, both Days incluſive. And that du- 
* ring his Say there, two Perſons called Mary 
s Squzres and Lucy Squires, (which ſaid Mary called 
© the ſaid George and Lucy Son and Daughter, and 
© they called her Mother) came there and lodged 
in the ſame Houſe. And this Informant ſaith, 
that his Duty calling him out very early in the 
s Morning, and ſometimes having kept him out 
s till late at Night, he cannot with Certainty fay 
* what was the particular Day of their coming 
there, but is poſitive it was ſome Day in News 
years Week. And further, this Informant 
« faith, that during his Stay, there were two or 
three Parties of Dancing at the ſaid Fobn Gibbons'y 
« Houſe, at one of which this Informant ſaw the 

+ ſaid George and Lucy dance, and a Blackſmith, 
* who was a Stranger to this Informant, played up- 
on the Violin to them, and the ſaid Mary Squires 
fat that Evening by the Kitchen Fire at the ſame 
s Time : And ſaith alfo 2 3 — 
* Ford, a Carpenter and Shopkeeper there, and be- 
$ — him to be a very ane Man; and faith, 
* that he laſt Saturday ſe nnight, being the 17th of | 

| * Marc 


— 


| (44) | 
March Inſtant, received Orders from the faid 
Mr. William Wigſon to go to London to attend the 
© Lord Mayor, by Order of the Commiſſioners of 
the Exciſe, and that he arrived in London the next 
' ©. Day about 11 or 12 o'Clock, and that about 2 
© or 3 O'Clock in the Afternoon of the ſame Day 
© he this Informant, without any Directions or No- 
© tice, went to Newgate to ſee the ſaid Mary Squires 
© (a Convict there) and ſaith, that ſhe is the ſaid 
© Mary —_ above deſcribed, and faith, that as 
© ſoon as he ſaw her he aſked her if ſhe knew him, 
to which ſhe anſwered, I think you are the young 
Man who belonged to the Exciſe, and who was at 
* Abbotsbury ; and alſo faith, that upon the Twe/- 
© day following he went to Newgate, and ſpent 
' © half an Hour with that poor Woman, who re- 
minded this Informant of ſeveral little Incidents 
* which happened during their Stay there, parti- 
© cularly this Informant's being taken ill there one 
Evening, and her Son's lending this Informant 
© his great Coat. And further faith, that during 
© his Stay at Abbotsbury he fat ſeveral Evenings at 
the Kitchen Fire with the ſaid Mary, George and 
Lucy Squires; and that he, this Informant, left 
£ Abbotsbury on the 14th of January, and that they 
© left it about two or three Days before. And 
this Informant ſaith, that he is the more particular 
and certain as to the times of his this Informant's 
* ſo coming to and leaving Abbotsbury as aforeſaid, 
* from this Informant*s having ſeen the Entries of 
© the Proceedings at Mbotsbury in the Books of the 
« Exciſe, which are of this Informant's Hand- 
< writing, and are now before him, and which he 
had from the Exciſe-Office in London for that 
Purpoſe. And laſtly, this Informant ſaith, that 
© he, this Informant, on or about the th Day of 
* February laſt, read a News-Paper to his Mother 


art 
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ta, 
© at Dorcheſter, wherein there was. ſome Account 
© of Mary Squiresthe Gypſey- Woman being taken 


up for a Robbery, upon which this Informant in 


great Surprize ſaid to his Mother, this can't be, 
for this is the Woman I ſaw at Abbotsbury whilſt 
« 1 was there officiating for Mr. Ward. 
Taken this 26th 220 of 08 | 
1753, at my Manſion-Houſe, | 
: 42 before me, Andrew Wake. 
Criſp Gaſcoyne, Mayor. 


What could enable this Man to confirm all that 


had been ſaid, but that all which had been ſaid 


was true? | 
The Patrons of the Girl however fill affected to 
doubt. \ mw ot + LE] I , wo d 
While I was enquiring after Truth, Canning's 
Friends did not neglect to make their Enquiries. 
It is very well known what Part Mr. Fielding 
took. I am credibly affured, that Mr. Arbutbnot 
of Weymouth near Abbotsbury, a Gentleman of 
Fortune, in conſequence of his Requeſt, made, en: 
quiry into the Truth of the Gypſies having been 
there, that he was fully ſatisfied, and received Cer- 
tificates from more than ſixty Perſons of that Fact, 
which were tranſmitted to Mr. Fielding. 

I wiſh Mr. Fielding, who had before publiſhed 
ſo much on this Subject had now obliged the, 
World with the Publication of thoſe Certificates. 
To the other Enquiries which had been made 
by the Girl's Friends, and to the great Candour 
of Mr. Cooper of Salisbury, I am indebted for the, 
following diſcovery ; which I beg leave to lay be- 
fore You, not as Evidence of the Gypſey's Inno- 
cence, thinking that unneceſſary, but as Evidence 
of their Principles. Y 
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To the Right Hon. the Lord Mayer of London. 
The encloſed is a copy of the Accounts given 
© me by Perſons of undoubted Veracity of Copmbe 
© this Morning, N old Gypſey-Wo- 
* man who paſt through that Place the 14th of 
© Fanuary, and is believed to be the ſame Woman 
now under Condemnation, and in the Bearer Mr. 

« Acreman's Cuſtody. hs 

The Occaſion of my going to Coombe on this 

* Buſineſs was from a Letter I received by the laſt 
© Poſt from Mr. John Miles of Birchin Lane, re- 
* queſting me as he was concerned for Elizabetb 
Canning to ſend him the beſt Accounts I could 
© get of Grevill's Character; and if any others 
« pretended to have ſeen Squires there. 

As your Lordſhip appears from the public 
Papers to have candidly intereſted Yourlelf in 
the Diſcovery of the Truth of this Matter, I did 
© intend (had not this Opportunity by Mr. Acre- 
© an offered) to have tranſmitted the incloſed to 
your Lordſhip, and if there be any need of the 
A Parties being further examined or ſworn, I ſhall 
be ready to do any Thing therein which your 
© Lordſhip ſhall requeſt of me, who am, 

My Lord, with great reſpe&t, 
* Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble Servant, 


Salisbury March 31, 1753. « JOHN en ; 


* Teſſe Roberts (Servant to Farmer John Har- 
weed of Coombe) ſays an old Gypſey-Woman 
came to the Pariſh of Coombe, Sunday the 14th of 
Jaruary laſt, about two of Clock in the After- 
noon, to their Houſe (his Maſter's), told his 


Fellow-Servants their Fortunes, and got Money 


Fs BH TY ! 


lays 


r I 


of them: And that he drew her a Pint of Ale: 


«„ „ «„ ® 
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a very remarkable Woman, and he be- 
lieves about ſixty Years of Age; rather above 
the ordinary Size in Stature, with great Lips, 
| and Que ee Sort of blacking Colour round 
her Mouth 


ſays ſhe 1 


0 aaa @® 


and. Chin. 
< Richard Armour (head Carter to Farmer Jahn 
'* Harwood) ſays this old Woman (the Gypſey) 
'< told his Fortune with his Fellow-Servant's, that 
it was on Sunday the 14th of January laſt: Well 
* knows it was that Day, becauſe it was the ſame 
Pay that one Curtis, a Farrier, came over to the 
« Pariſh: Says ſhe got Two-pence out of him 
| © (viz. Armour) and invited him over to Grevill's, 
| at the Lamb: where, ſhe ſaid, ſhe quartered; 
and told him ſhe had a Book there, and could 
tell him his Fortune exactly: ſays, ſhe is rather 
< ſtoutiſh than otherwiſe, has great thick Lips, 
and an odd reddiſh Colour round her Chin; be- 
'© lieves her upwards of fifty Years of Age. n 

Nobert Merchant (another Servant of Farmer 

© Fobn Harwood's) ſpeaks to much the ſame Effect, 

© and adds, that the old Gypſey- Woman cheated 
him out of Six-pence ; for which he wiſhed her 
* hanged :' but agrees, in all Reſpects, with his 

| © Fellow-Servants, 1 

Martba Waters (living with Farmer Jobn Har- 

« 2w00d) ſays the old Gypſey- Woman told her her 
Fortune alſo, and that ſhe gore her Money; and 

« deſcribes her as the old Gypſey-Woman, who 

vas at Grevill's Sunday the 14th of January laſt. 
Ann Whitmarſh (ſiſter to Farmer Jobn Har- 
mood) ſays, ſhe ſaw the Gypſey-Woman in the 

* Pariſh, and with her Brother's Servants at the 
Time ſpoken of. | 
Mary Grevill (the Mother of Thomas Grevill 

* who gave Evidence for Mary Squires on her 
© Trial) ſpeaks poſitively to the old Gypſey-wo- 
* map, as above deſcribed, lodging at their Houſe 
the 


n 


D 
the Lamb in Combe) Sunday the 14th of January 
* laſt: and ſays, ſhe came to their Houle ſoon 
© after Noon. 27 


Mary Grevill (the Daughter ſays ſhe lives in | 


by the ſame Houſe, and confirms what the Mother 
© ſays. euer ee 
- © Note, both Mother and Daughter ſay the old 
. © Gypſey- Woman had a young Man and Woman 
„„ wot 3 AS 
All the before-named Witneſſes fay, that if 
they were to ſee Mary Squires, they ſhould cer- 
© tainly know her at firſt Sight, if ſhe be the old 
'* Gypſey-Woman who came through their Pariſh 
of Coombe. | | | 
Farmer John Lipps, the ſaid Farmer Jabn 


© Harwood; and Farmer William Harwood, all re- 


« putable Men, and the principal Land-holders in 


© Coombe, ſpeak to the good Character of Thomas 


.* Grevill (who was the Evidence for Squires.) . 
From the Perſeverance of Canning Friends, I 
confeſs I was inclined to doubt ahather Mr, Cooper 
had ſent Mr. Miles theſe Teſtimonies ; I therefore 
wrote to that Gentleman to be informed; his An- 
ſwer, with the further unexpected Evidence he ſent 
me, I alſo inſert. | 


My Lord, * Ki. 
© Since I ſent. your Lordſhip the former Ac- 
© count of the Teſtimony collected at Coombe con- 
* cerning the old Gypſey-Woman, I had an Op- 
« portunity of taking down ſome additional Evi- 
* dence on this Matter, which I encloſe for your 
* Lordſhip's Inſpection. i "ap 
Il am really ſurprized, that neither Mr. Field- 
ing, nor Dr. Hill ſuſpect that Elizabeth Canning 
might abſent herſelf, to cover the Shame of a , 
* Lying-in ; and which, if it were the Caſe, would 
account 


* 


X E EEE. 
t account for the m r Condition ſhe re- 
© turned in, and the Tame of her Abſence. 

I return your Lordſhip thanks for your good 
Opinion of me: and 1 ſhall be ready to aſſiſt as 
far as I can to bring this ſtrange Affair to light. 
| I am with due Reſpect, 

© Honoured Sir, 
Your Lordſbip's moſt 
* obedient humble Servant, 


Salicbury 10th April, | 
1753. "© JOHN COOPER. 


P. S. Mr. Miles had an exact Duplicate of the 
Teſtimonies ſent your Lordſhip. 


© George Stowell of the Pariſh of Honnington 
* Shoe-maker, ſays, he was at Grevill's Houle, 
© the Lamb in Coombe, betwixt one and two of the 
Clock, Sunday the 14th of January laſt—that 
he ſaw in the Houſe an old Scrow-faced, odd-look- 
* ing * woman, ſhould eaſily know her again 
that there were with her a young Fellow, who 
© had a tolerable good Look; and a young Wo- 
man: ſays, he well knows it was the 14th of 
ng, becauſe he went to ſettle Accounts in 
the Pariſh that Day, and to pick up ſome Mo- 
* ney: and did account with Dame Grevill that 
* ſame Day. 
© George Lawes of Coombe——ſays, he was at 
© Grevils Houſe the Sunday; ſaw the old Gyp- 
* ſey there: ſays, ſhe was a digſigured old Woman, + 
very remarkable. 
* Toſeph Hayter, ſays, he ſaw the old Gypſey- 
© woman on the down-coming to Combe. 
Jobn Barber of Combe, Gent. ſays, that the 
* Day Thomas Grevill was ſubpœnaed to attend at 
r London 


»The Witneſs's own Words. + The Witneſs's own Words, 


: (50). 

c * he came with the Subpœna to him; and 
© deſired his Advice, if he was, obliged to go; 
and ſhewed great Unwillingneſs to go to Town 

about his Buſineſs: But Mr. Barber telling him 
it was his Duty to attend on ſuch an Occaſion, 
and obey the Subpœna; he went to give his 
* Teſtimony ; which Mr. Barber believes he gave 
© honeſtly. 

Mr. Foſeph Elderton (an Attorney) came from 
* London the 16th of January laſt, in a Poſt-chaiſe 
to Salisbury; ſaw about midway a great many 
© Sailors, who ſaid they had been caſt W and 
they aſked Relief of him. | 


*** but the Force of Truth, D VE 


hve producer ſo much unſought-for Evidence ? — 
oper was a Stranger to me, I have not yet 
— Pleaſure of his Acquaintance, 

But after 
wing 's Fri 
I will only em you of their Actions. THEY 
STILL PORTECTED THE (5IRL——PROSECUTED 


THE THREE COUNTRYMEN, AND THIRSTED Ar- 


TER THE ConvicT's Brood. 

The Time now drawing near for the Report of 
the Convicts, I thought it my Duty to lay. the 
foregoi Evidence before His Majeſty, accompa- 
nied with the following Memorial, 


Fo the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
May it pleaſe Your Majeſty to permit our 
dutiful Subject the Mayor of your faithful City 
of London, with the moſt profound Humility 
and Reſpect, to 5 to Your Majeſty, that 
before the Trial of Mary Squires for the Rob - 

© bery of Elizabeth Canning, and of Suſamia Wells 
© 28 Agceſſary, many unfair Repreſentations were 


printed 


uch evidence, what Part ſhould Can- 
s have taken? of that You will judge 


* tracted the whole of the Evidence 
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© printed and diſperſed, which could not fail to 
© excite public Prejudice againſt them. 

The fatal Conſequence whereof, in 3 
© thoſe unhappy Wretches of a material Part of 
their Evidence, appears from the Informations 
now laid before Your Majeſty——and is a me- 
© lancholy Truth well known. 

* Theſe Proceedings, together with the Impro- 


« bability of the Charge, and the Contrariety of 


the Evidence, engaged me from the“ high Sta- 

tion I have the Honour to bear, to expreſs my 

Duty to Your ' Majeſty, and the Publick, by 
making this Enquiry. 

* In which the utmoſt Caution has been FRE 
ed all the Witneſſes have been ſtrictly, ſepa- 
« rately and publicly examined, and their Credit 
« well certified, 

Many other 8 to the ſame Effect, 
© have been offered; but I declined troubling 
„ Your Majeſty with fanker Evidence, as humbly 

„ apprehending it totally unneceſſary. 

In the Courſe of this Enquiry, Virtue Hall, a 

< principal Witneſs, voluntarily and 22 re- 


e gave up- 
on the Trial. 

To this I preſume, by Your Majeſty's Leave 
to add, that amidſt all the Examinations I have 
© taken, chere has not appeared any Variation or 
N * Inconliſtency, or the leaſt 8 or Suſ-- 

* picion, that could lead me to doubt the Inno- 
* cence of thoſe unhappy Convicts. | 

Dy All which is er y ſubmitted to Your Ma- 

s great Wiſdom and Judgment, by 
A nut * Your Majeſty's faithful Subject, 
| © Crize GascoyNs, Mayor. . 


»The Lord Mayor of Londen is always the firſt Commiſſioner 
named in the Cormiſſons of Oyer and Terminer for the City 
of Lotdon, and Goal- A x 4 | 


; * 
n 
On the 10th of April the Report was accord. 
ingly made, when His Majeſty was graciouſly 
pleaſed to reſpite the Execution of the Convict for 
ſix Weeks, and to refer the Conſideration of the 
Evidence on both Sides (for Evidence againſt her 
had been preſented) to His Attorney and Sollici- 
tor-General. | 
While this Reference was depending, the Girl's 
Agents (uniform in their Purſuit) obtained Warrants 
againſt the Countrymen, upon a Suſpicion of Per- 
jury; and in order to give an Eclat to their Pro- 


ceedings and to ſtrike Terror, Canning's Attorney, 


with the Aſſiſtance of three other Perſons, armed 
in a very extraordinary manner went down to Ab- 
botſbury. | 

They arrived there the 20th of April, without 
the leaſt Difficulty took Gibbons and Clarke, and 
carried them to Dorcheſter : where Gibbons was, 
diſcharged on account of a Miſnomer in the War- 
rant. | 
But as to Clarke, though he was ready to give 
Bail, the Juſtices could not take it, there being no 
Place aſſigned in the Warrant where the ſu/pe#ed 
Perjury was ſuppoſed to have been committed; 
conſequently no Juriſdiction tated, at which the 
Fuſtices could bind him over to appear ; therefore 
he, poor Fellow ! was conducted, under this ſtrong 
Guard, to London, there confined two Ni in 
the /ame Attorney's Houle, and then bailed för his 
Appearance at the enſuing Seſſion. 

Why were theſe Men proſecuted ? becauſe Can- 
ging was proſecuted. Why had not I Notice of 
theſe Warrants? they would have appeared vo- 
luntarily. 2 

In the April Seſſions an Indictment was preferred 
againſt Canning tor Perjury ; and at the ſame * 

, ns 


——— onſequently is the ſupreme Mag iſtpate of the 
lg 
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fions, her Friends (though poſſeſſed of ſuch abund- 
ant Evidence of their Innocence) preferred Croſs 
Bills of Indictment againſt the three Country Wit- 
neſſes, accuſing them of Perjury upon the Trial. 

The Conſequence of this was, all the Bills wers 
rejected. This, no doubt, Canning's Friends aimed 
at; in this they ſucceeded——they triumphed at the 
Event.—— | 

But ſuppoſing the three Men guilty, and Can- 
ning innocent, where was the Cauſe of their Tri- 
umph ? | 

I own this Event gave me Concern——and I 
was far from thinking an Indictment leſs proper 
than before. Whatever is once right is always 
right: And the frme Motive which induced me to 
have this firſt Bill preferred, obliged me to prefer 
another at the enſuing Seſſion - but upon fur- 
ther Evidence. 

It was impoſſible all could be innocent, Guilt 
muſt lie ſomewhere, and it was highly proper it 
ſhould be brought to Light, and puniſhed. 

The Attorney and Sollicitor General having now 
made their Report, with their Opinion, that the 
Weight of the Evidence was in the Convict's fa- 
vour, His Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to grant 
her a Free Pardon. 

The alledged Robbery, attended with ſuch ter- 
rible Circumſtances, was a Crime which all His 
Majeſty's Humanity could not have pardoned, 
With that paternal Affection to his Subjects, which 


has made him more than in Name the Father of 


his People, He remembers himſelf alſo their 
Judge, and Pity ſometimes muſt yield to Juſtice, 
Here without Queſtion it muſt have yielded, and 
this moſt injured Woman ſuffered, had not the 
Caſe now preſented itſelf in a new Light. 
After this, I flattered myſelf Canning 's Friends 
would have acquieſced, but I was deceived 
| 2 0 they 
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they ſtill perſiſted in their Advertiſements for Evi- 
dence, declaring that they had freſh Proofs conti- 
nually coming in of her Innocence. s 


In the June Seſſion all the Bills were again pre- 


ferred ; but the Succeſs was different,, all of 
*em (to the general Satisfaction of the unprejudiced) 
being found. | 


'That you may judge of the true Motives of 
proſechting the three Countrymen, I beg leave to 


remind you,. that ſoon after theſe Bills were found 


a printed Caſe was univerſally diſtributed by 
the Friends of Canning, and afterwards publiſhed 


in the News- papers, declaring their Unwillingneſs 


to have theſe Cauſes tried till after the qth of No- 
vember, meaning when my MayoRALTY would 
expire. 

In that Caſe is the following Sentence: 

* Juſt before the Seſſion in June, Canning s 
Friends were informed another Bill would be pre- 
* ferred againſt her at that Seſſions, as it was; 
© and they THEREFORE were adviſed again to pre- 
fer Bills againſt the Gypſey*s Witneſſes. 

The Bills being now found, it was my earneſt 
Deſire, as I had the honour to preſide in the Court 
where they were depending, that they ſhould be 
removed : 

Not that I diftrufted my own Conduct, or the 
Impartiality of this Court; but as I had ſuffered 
from the Tongues of Malice, I wiſhed to ſatisfy 
all Men. | 

The Friends of Canning defired the ſame, fear- 
ing, or pretending to fear, my Influence or Par- 


ity. 
If this High Court of Juſtice did not eſcape 
their Reflections, how could I expect it ? 
It being now the Intention of all Parties, that 
he Cauſes ſhould be removed into the King's- 
ench ; an Agreement in Writing was prepared by 
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the Solicitors, and approved of by Mr. Maſterman 
(as Clerk in Court for Canning) and Mr. Smith (as 
Clerk in Court for the Three Men) ; but this Pro- 


poſal, for ſeveral good Reaſons, though ſuch as 


would ill become me to relate, was afterwards 
found impracticable. . | 
Though this Event gave me great Concern, and 
ought by no Means to be imputed to me ; yet, 
even from thence, Canning's Friends took Occaſi- 
on . load me with "_ — 

as it proper, I could a to ſeveral great 
N x pe I was wv. Cauſe of WEL 
Mr. Maſterman himſelf, was it neceſſary, I make 
no Queſtion, would do me that Juſtice. 

During this Tranſaction, the Three Countrymen 
ſtayed in Landon to wait the Event; and upon the 
firſt Notice that the Cauſes could not be removed 
they appeared, and put in Bail before the preſent 
Lord Mayor and Mr. Alderman Chitiy, for their 
Appearance at the enſuing Seſſion. 

With this Conduct of the Countrymen, let us 
compare that of the other Side. 

Notice was ſent to Canning s Friends for her to 
appear, but ſne did not; Warrants were made out, 
bur ſhe withdrew ; ſhe fled from Juſtice——ſhe 
was not to be taken. 

Tnough Canning was concealed, her Friends 
well knew her Guilt could not remain fo, if the 
Three Countrymen were tried How to pre- 
vent it was the Queſtion——You ſhall now ſee to 
what Shifts they were reduced. | | 

Upon the laſt Day of Trinity-term they cauſed 
the Court of King's Bench to be removed for Cer- 
tiorari's, to remove the Ind ctments againſt the 


Three Men. 
ppeared to the Indict- 


But as the Girl had not a 
ment againſt her, and as this Step was manifeſtly 
calculated for Oppreſſion and Delay ; 2 


* 
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of the Innocent, and the Delay of what a Million 
were cager to ſee explained, the Motion was op- 

ſed it was denied by the Court. 

Here (for a Reaſon, which will hereafter ap ) 
it is proper to mention, that the late Lord Chie 
Juſtice was not then preſent. 

In the Fuly Seſſions the Three men appeared ac- 
cording to their Recognizances, pleaded to their 
Indictments, and put in Bail again, to take their 
Trial the next Seſſion, | 
This is the Behaviour of the honeſt, they have 
nothing to fear, to Innocence all Arts and Subs 
Ig are infamous; all Delays Indications of 

uilt. . E7 
The September Seſſion now draws near the 
Countrymen are preparing for their Trial, but ſhe 
ſtill abſconds; her Friends did not chuſe ſhe ſhould 


be tried, but contrived, ſecretly contrived, by everx 
Means in their Power, / to prevent their Trial 


alſo. 
The /ame Motives 
ber guilt, urged to conceal 
On the other Hand, th 
their Fairneſs, (unneceſſarily) gave Notice of Tri- 
al to their Proſecutors, thar they might 
or that they might be left with uſe, | 
After this Notice, and a ſolemn Preparation for 
Trial, none doubted but it would come on ; there 
could be no Reaſon for doubting it; the Proſecu- 
tors had not given the ſlighteſt Intimation, to the 
contrary. 
Towards the Cloſe of the Seſſion the Day of 
Trial came; but what came with it? not that 
open Accuſation that had been expected, but, in- 
ftead of that, three Writs of Certiorari for ree 
moving theſe Indictments, into that very Court 
which ad before refuſed them, were now pro- 
duced. 


| The 
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The Court were ſurprized ! all preſent were 
aſtoniſhed ! | E 
The Perſon who brought them was aſked by 
what means he came by them, and how they were 
obtained ?——his Anſwer was. he received them 
from Mr. Miles, a Diſtiller ; but he knew nothing 


further. | 


The Judges, diſſatisfied with this Account, pro- 
ceeded upon the Trial ; upon which I withdrew, 
having always determined and publicly declared, 
that I would not prefide in the Court while thoſe 
Cauſes were tried. | | 

The Trials now came on, and all the Witneſſes 
upon the Indictments were three Times called, 
but only one of them anſwered ; and ſhe, poor 
Woman, being ſworn, declared ſhe knew nothing 
of the Matter. | | 

It being the Deſire of the Defendant's Council 
that they ſhould (if poſſible) be acquitted upon 
Evidence, the Proſecutors were ſent for by the 
Court, but none of them appeared; the Defen- 
dants were therefore acquitted, without calling one 
of their fifty Witneſſes, who attended at a great 
Expence; and an Inquiry was directed by the 
Court, how theſe Writs had been obtained? 

How that was, permit me, Gentlemen, briefly 
to relate, as that Matter has made a great Noiſe in 
the World. | | 

Altho' the Court of King*s-Bench had refuſed 
thoſe Writs, application was made to Mr. Maſter- 
man to make them out ; but that Gentleman too 
well knew his Duty, and the Reſpect due to the 
folemn Judgment of that ſupreme Court. 


This Attempt having proved fruitleſs, they ap- 


plied to Mr. Athorpe's Clerk (in that Gentleman's 
Abſence) for one Writ to remove one of the In- 


dictments only. 
This 
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This Clerk, wnacquainted with what the Court 
had determined, very innocently prepared it, and 
applied to the Lord Chief Juſtice (as a Matter of 
Courſe) to ſign the Fiat. | 

His Lordſhip, uninformed that it related to one 
of the Writs the Court had refuſed, ſigned it ac- 
cordingly. | 8 

Having /o far ſucceeded, his Lordſhip's Hand 
was by the ſame Means, and on the very Day the 
Trials were to come on, obtained to the /2vo other 
Fiats. 

You will demand, perhaps, Gentlemen, why 


was this double Trouble, this double Application, 


when one Trouble might have ſerved ? 
You are not in the Secret of ſuch Actions. 


Had the three Fiats been brought to his Lord: 


ſhip all together, the Number might have created 
Suſpicien, (as tis more than probable, his Lord- 
ſhip might have been informed of the Determina- 
tion of the Court the Hopes of Succeſs de- 
pended on the Deception. 3 

Does any require Proof of this, it may be had. 

Tho' the late Lord Chief Juſtice is not living 
to declare himſelf, yet there are thoſe of unqueſtion- 
ed Credit, who had the Honour of frequently be- 
ing near his Perſon, who have heard his Lordſhip 
often declare, he would not, knowingly, have ſign- 
ed theſe Fats. 

Tho? theſe Writs did not prevent the Three 
Men's Acquittal, yet Canning's Friends from thence 
framed an Excuſe (ſuch as it was) for producin 
no Witneſſes againſt them upon their Trial ; an 
thereby rubbing them of the Opportunity of ma- 
nifeſting to the World their Innocence by Evi- 
dence. | 

Thofe Writs alſo relieved them from the Neceſ- 
fity of producing Canning as a Witneſs, and there- 


by 


by of 


\ 
. 
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by ſubjecting her to a Croſs Examination, tos dan- 
gerous to be nſqued. ' | 

All this Time the Indictment againſt Canning 
was depending, Writs upon Writs, and Warrants 
upon Warrants, were made out to apprehend her, 
bur ſhe was not to be found ; at length every ne- 
ceſſary Step, even to the Exigent and Proclama- 
tion was taken to Outlaw her. | 

She was publicly proclaimed at her Pariſh Church, 
upon the Huſtings at Guilaball, and at the Quar- 
ter- Seſſions, and her Outlawry almoſt perfected ; 
and then in the February Seſſion, but not before, 
ſhe appeared, pleaded, and gave Bail to take her 
Trial at the enſuing Seſſion. | 

I ſhall now, Gentlemen, lay before You the Con- 
duct I obſerved in the further Proſecution of Can- 
ning. 

The repeated Advertiſements publiſhed by her 
Friends for Evidence, the dangerous Tendency of 
ſuch Invitations to Perjury, the Influence thoſe 
Temptarions already had over the Minds of the 
Weak and the Wicked, and the Prejudice which 
ſtill prevailed in her Favour, would not ſuffer me, 
in a Matter of ſuch general Concern to public 
Tuſtice, and of ſuch Moment to myſelf, to reſt the 
Charge upon the Evidence already diſcloſed ; eſ- 
pecially as the Notoriety of the principal Facts, 
neceſſary to be proved, would ſo eaſily afford ſtill 
more abundant Teſtimonies. ; 

And as Experience demonſtrated that the Me- 
thods Canning s Friends were purſuing, were likely 
to furniſn them with ſome ſort of Evidence to 
encounter any Facts. however obviouſly true, they 
ſhould be apprized of, it became highly proper 
for me to act with Reſerve ; and the more fo, as 
they had never communicated to me any Part of 
their Teſtimonies or any of their Intentions. 

| | My 
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My farſt Purpoſe therefore (uncommunicated to 
them) was to prove more fully the alibi of the 
Gypley. - ; | 

For this end, Mr. Willis, of Dorcheſter (hap- 
pening to be in London) was ſo obliging, as, upon 
fs return into the Country, to take George Squires 
* with him, in order to aſcertain the Places, he, his 
Mother and Siſter had quartered at between Ab- 
botsbury ana London, and their three laſt Stages be- 
fore their Arrival at Abbotsbury. 


It may be reaſonably aſked, why all this Trouble? 


Could not Squires and his Siſter inform me? they 
could not, and I wondered at it, they could only 
recollect the Names of three or four Places. 
But whatever Evidence this may be of their Ig- 
norance, his Readineſs to accompany Mr. Willis to 
ſhew him the Places he could not name, was, with 
me, . a: moſt convincing Proof 'of his Innocence. 
The Succeſs of this Expedition anſwered my 
Expectations, and furniſhed me with ten times 


more Evidence than ever was wanted upon any 


Occaſion. Ei, 

Being thus poſſeſſed of further Opportunities 
of illuſtrating this Truth, I ordered their whole 
Rout, as *twere fron! Soutb-Perrot to Enfield to be 
proved upon the Trial. | 

And accordingly about forty Witneſſes from 
South- Perrot, Mynyard's Gap, Lytton, Abbotsbury, 
Porteſham, Ridgway, Dorcheſter, Chettle, Martin, 
Coombe, Salisbury, Baſing ſtote, Brentford, Page- 
Green, and Enfeld (beſides Wake the Exciſeman) 
attended, and were ſeparately examined, the Old 
Woman, her Son, and Daughtcr, being preſent 
the whole time in Court to be referred to. 

Thoſe Witneſſes many of whom had known the 
Old Woman for ſeveral Years, gave their Teſh- 
mony with that Clearneſs, Certainty, and Conſiſt- 
ency, and with ſuch Circumſtances to aſcertain the 
3, | Tint 
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Time, as proved this Fact to the greateſt De- 
monſtration. 

_ *Tis too much to ſuppoſe, Gentlemen, that fo 
many Perſons inhabiting ſo many different Places, 
moſt of them Strangers to one another——all of 
unimpeached Characters, and totally diſintereſted, 
ſhould unite in ſuch a Falſhood. 

Here I can't-help teſtifying my great Regard 
for the Rev. Mr. Harris, and the Rev. Mr. Saxj- 
bury, Rector of Lytton, for their ready Services 
upon all Occcaſions ; but particularly for their ge- 
nerous Attendances upon the ſeveral Trials, in ſup- 
port of the Characters of their Neighbours. * 

Notwithſtanding the Notoriety of the Gypſey's 
Innocence, the irreſiſtable Force of all this Evi- 
dence, and the Teſtimonies to confirm it which 
Canning*s Friends were poſſeſſed of, ſeveral Per- 
ſons thus invited by Advertiſements, and encour- 
aged by Faction, ſwore, poſitively ſwore, to their 
having ſeen this Gypſey at Endfield, at different 
Times, between Chriſtmas and the 24th of Jans · 


ary. | 
Some pretended to remember the Times by 
written Evidence, But without producing any; and. 
in one Inſtance, where the written Evidence re- 
ferred to, was ſaid to be in the Hands of Mr. 
Smithram, a Man of Character at Endfield, 1 or- 
dered * to be ſent for Mr. Smithram — 
produced it, and it proved the very contrary. 
what the Witneſs hag 8 ſwore ſhe, 
ſaw the Gypſey at Endſield on the 18th of January, 
the written Evidence proved it was the 2 3th 
ſome pretended to have ſeen her curſorily, and. 
ſome at great Diſtances——whilſt others ſpoke. 
poſitively as to the Time, yet could not tell whe- 
ther Chriſtmas happened in June or December; and 
I'don't remember that any two of them ſpoke to 
their ſeeing her at the ſame Time. ER 
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Some of theſe Witneſſes might be only miſtaken 4}. 


and | wiſh my Charity could plead thus favourably 
r | | | 

I ſpeak it with Concern, ſeveral of them were 
guilty of Perjury, and may be eaſily proved ſo, 
even from their own Acknowledgments. | 

But if I am not called upon, for the Sake of 
publick Juſtice, to maintain this Aſſertion; tis 
time for me to be at reſt. 5 | 
. Having now, Gentlemen, removed, I hope, all 
Suſpicion of Guilt from the Gypſey, my next 
— was more fully to fix it upon her Accuſer, 
by ſhewing the Falſity of her pretended Confine- 
ment. 


As Canning was poſitive in her Evidence againſt 


Squires, it may be aſked, Why all this Trouble? 
Did not the Innocence of Sguires neceſſarily involve 
in it the Guilt of Canning? | 

In any other Caſe but Canning's, it might be ſo 
——it is too much to impute ſuch a falſe Swear- 
ing (attended with ſuch dreadful Conſequences) to 
4 Miſtake——fuch a Miſtake, to call it one, would 
be highly. criminal and unpardonable, | 

Bur in her Cafe, ſhe was protefted by a Party, 
and much Perjury was dreaded. Therefore fur- 
ther Evidence was required. 5 
After this Girl's pretended Return to her Mo- 


ther's, Who was the firſt Stranger, that came in 


to ſee her? Her near Neighbour Robert Skarrat. 
He afked her, where have you been? © Some 
© where on the Hertſord Road, for I ſaw the Hert- 


ford Coach paſs by” How far off? © About. 


* "1007 11 Miles.” I'll lay a Guinea to a Farthing, 


SHE HAS BEEN AT MoTHER WEIISs's: She re- 


plied, * I believe ] have, for I heard the Name of 
Wills, or Wells, often mentioned.” 3 
This appeared from Skarrat's own Evidence; 
tis needleſs to obſerve upon it. 
Here 


- 
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Here, for a Reaſon that will hereafter appear, 
tis proper to take Notice, that Wells never kept 
her Hay in the Room deſtin'd for Canning's Pri- 
ſon, when Skarrat uſed to frequent her Houſe. 

On the 31ſt of January, Canning's Mother, 
with this Stranger, and ſeveral others, accompa- 
nied here before Mr. Alderman Cbitty, at Gui/dball, 
where, upon her Examination, ſhe gave the fol- 
lowing Account which was reduced into Writing, 


by Tai. worthy Magiſtrate, and proved apap the 


Minutes taken upon the Examination of Elizabeth 


Canning on the 31/8 of January, 1753, before 
Alderman Chitty, at Guild-Hall, 


ELialeth 2 ſwore, that on laſt New 
Ear Day as ſhe was returning from her 

- « Unde' s at Saltpetre-Bank, as ſhe came along by 
© the dead Wall againſt Betbl/am in Moor fields, a- 
© bout or near ten o'Clock at Night, ſhe was met 
© by two Men, who ſtopped her and robbed her 
© of Half a Guinea, three Shillings, and a Half- 
penny, alſo her Gown from off her Back; ſhe 
© ſtruggled and made a Noiſe, and then one of 
© them ſtopped her Mouth with ſomething like a 
© Handkerchief, and ſwore that if ſhe made any 
« Noiſe or Reſiſtance they would kill her, and then 
© hit her a Blow over the Head and ſtunned her, 
and forced her along through Biſhop; * 
tach holding ber up under the Arms, but did not 
remember any thin 1 more that paſſed; and did not 
come to herſelf till about half an Hour before ſhe 
came to Endſield- M aſb, fo called, as ſhe has learnt 
ſince, to Wells Houſe there, and put her in 
© where were ſeveral Perſons in the Room, and 
© they ſaid ſhe muſt do as they did, and if fo, ſhe 
* ſhould have fine Cloaths, Ec. ſhe ſaid ſhe would” 


© not 


n 2 

© not, but would go home, and refuſed Com 

© ance ; and then a Won Ax forced her up Stairs 

© inte 4 Room, and with a Caſe-Knife ſhe had in her 

* Hand cut the Lace of her Stays, and took them a- 
*; and told her there was Bread and Water in 

© the ſaid Room, and, if ſhe made any Noiſe, 

* d come up immediately and cut her Throat; 
© then went out, and locked the Door, and never 
© ſee her, nor any one of them ſince, till after her 
© Eſcape ; which Bread was in Quantity about a 
6 _ of a Peck Loaf in Pieces, and about 
© three Quarters of a Gallon of Water, or little 
more, in a Pitcher, as ſhe ſuppoſed ; on which 
only ſhe ſubſiſted, and a penny Minced-pye,.till 
* ſhe got away, which was the 29th Day, about 
half an Hour after Three o' Clock to Four in the, 
© Afternoon, and then made the beſt of her Way. 
to Town to her, Mother's, the Bottom of A- 
* dermanbury. She further ſaid, on Enquiry, had, 
© no Stool all the Time, only made a little Wa. 
© ter She ſaid there was an old Stool or two, 

an old Table, and an old Picture over the Chim- 
ney two Windows in the Room, one faſtened 
up with Boards, the other, part Ditto and Glaſs, 
which latter ſhe made a Hole in, and by a Pane, 
removing, and forced part open and got out on, 
a ſmall Shed of Boards or Pont: Houſe AND 80 
SLID DOWN, and jumped on a Bank behind the 
ſaid Houſe, and fo got into the Road and pro- 
© ceeded to her Mother's that Night, which was 
about Ten o'Clock.” : 


Mr. Alderman Chitty further atteſted, that ſhe, 
deſcribed the Room ſhe ſaid ſhe had been confined, 
in to be a little, ſquare, dark or darkiſh Room 
that ſhe made no mention of any Hay being in the, 
Room, and declared ſhe lay upon the * 8 

; Q 
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1 
" He likewiſe added, that ſhe ſaid the Number or 


Pieces of Bread ſhe found in the Room were five 
or i, and that ſhe left ſome of the water when ſhe, 
made her Eſc 


| This Account of the Room be totally dif-, 
ferent from all the Deſcri TY 


it, I ordered a Model 2 to be taken of ir. 
and which were produced upon the Tryal. 

This Room runs along the Eaſt - ſide of Welles 
Houſe, and the Entrance to it is from the Kitchen, 
by a Flight of eight Steps, which are cut out of, 
the Floor, and are part of the Room itſelf : it is 
thirty five Feet eight Inches long, and only nine 
Feet eight Inches wide Its Walls are only bin. 
Lath and Plaiſter, and of the coarſeſt kind, that | 
2 Part of it may be broken down with the 

Eaſe ; it has 0 Ceiling or Covering but the Files. 
On the Falt- üde is an Caſement Window, . 
about three Foot from the Floor, and nine Feet 
ä — my Man cafily. 

ened, and is or a 
to get out of. On de North: ſide is the Window 
out of which Canning (when in the Room on the 
iſt of February) Wer ſhe eſcaped; and a- 
bout nine Yards diſtant from this dow | is a 
common Pond for watering of Horſes, ſituated in 
full View of this Window, and upon which ſeve- 
ral Perſons uſed to ſlide during the Froſt in Janu- 
ary—and on the'Weſt-fide of the Room there has 
beep for many Years a large Hole {through which 
a Jack line had paſſed) which commands the Sight 
of the whole Kitchen, 

Beſides it was moſt apparent that there neither 
was, or ever could have been, a Shed of Boards, 4 
Penthouſe, or any thing like it under either of the 


OWS, 
80 le is this Room alſo in other In- 
ible thoſe, who have once ſeen 


ſtances, ro 
it, can ever —— 0 - 
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ſon in the World, and of itſelf bears ſtrong Teſti- 
mony againſt Canning. ; 
I will not, Gentlemen, miſpend your Time by 
comparing the Room and its Furniture with Can- 
ning's Account before the Magiſtrate ; the Obſer- 
vations ariſing from thence are obvious, and can - 
not poſlibly eſcape You. | 44 a 10th 
Mr. Alderman Chitty having iſſued his War- 
rant to apprehend Welle, many Gentlemen moved 
by C on towards the ſuppoſed injured Girl, 
ſet out the next Day to apprekend her; and after- 
wards Canning herſelf” followed in a Chaiſe accom- 
panied by her Mother. When they came 


all anſwered her Deſcription, This Room, called 
the Hay-loft or Work-ſhop, was the laſt Ae ry 
neither the Room or its Contents in any wiſe agree- 
ing with her Account. 

It is already * mentioned that Skarrat and Adam- 
' ſen, after ſeeing ſo much Hay in this Room, toſſed 
f up who ſhould go and meet the Chaiſe, and that 
| it fell to Adamſons Lot. 

1 When the Girl arrived, ſhe was placed in the 
= Kitchen for near twenty Minutes, in full View of 
this Room, the Door leading into it being open 


j and never pretended ſhe had been confined in it ; 


about the Houſe in order to pitch upon the Place of 
1 her Confinement, 8 


Caſe of the Houſe to be the Stairs leading to ber 
| pretended Priſon,—to uſe her own Words, THESE 


© ARE THE STAIRS I WAS PUSHED uP,*— All 


ſon acknowledged his Surprize at the Miſtake. 


ee Meſ, Hagar, Naſb, and Alaridgt's Information. 


[| a Rees 


there, they could not find any Room, which at 
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| all the Time, yet ſhe appeared totally unconcerned, 


but on the contraty, ſuffered berſelf to be taken all 


But this is not all — ſhe fixt upon the Stair- 


1 this her own Witneſſes admitted, and Mr. Adam- 


ay has — A Pa tro an ra. 
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The Stair-caſe of the Houſe directly fronts the 
Street. Door, is ſituate between the Parlour and 
the Kitchen, has no Communication with the Hay- 
loft, is widely remote from the little Flight. of 
Steps leading into that Place, and as unlike it as 
Truth to Falſhood;, : 717 
Beſides, as this Flight of Steps is part of the 
Room itſelf, how is it poſſible that a Perſon who 
had ever been confined there, but for one Hour, - 
ſhould in three Days after be ſo very ignorant? 
For ſuch Ignorance, and for ſuch a Miſtake, . 
what other Reaſon can be fairly aſſigned, but that 
ſhe never had been there before? * 
Canning being afterwards taken into the Hay- loft, 
— the Hay was) fixed upon that to be the 
OOm. 8 k a 
Aſter what had paſſed I will appeal to the moſt 


partial Man living, if the could have fixed upon 


this Place, was it not for the Circumſtance of the 


Hay, though a Circumſtance neither ſhe or Skar- 


rat knew of before. | 
Upon her Trial, Adamſon (to whoſe Lot it fell 
to meet the Chaiſe) declared he did not indeed tell 


her there was Hay in the Room, but only aſted her 


if there was any in the Room. 

In the like manner Skarrat and Adamſon ac- 
knowledged upon the Trial, that they aſked her 
many other Queſtions concerning the Things 
which were there, but without propoſing a ſingle 
Queſtion to her concerning what was not there. 
Such was the candid Method they purſued to come 
at the Truth, | 

Canning having now been in the Room only for 

a few Minutes, *tis amazing how foon her Eyes 

were opened. She was now enabled in her Infor- 

mation before Mr. Fielding to ſay ſhe was puſhed 

up a pair of Stairs into a back Room like a Hay- 

loft, with 3 ſmall __—_ of Hay in it, and = 
2 


* _ 


. — 
— 


Thing to driak;* and upon the Trial of Squires, 


(68 
the Trial adds, that there were about five Steps 
leading into it, and that the Door is at the Bottom 
of the Stairs in the Kitchen, - 

In the like manner Canning having now fixed 
upon the moſt remarkable Woman in the Univerſe - 
to be the Perſon who had robbed her, in her In- 
formation before Mr. Fielding calls her an Old 


Gypſey Woman, a Deſcription ſhe never gave be- 
fore | 


How ſhe came to fix upon this Gypſey it is pro- 
per 1 Wells being certainly the Perſon 
inten . | 
When her Friends arrived, all the Famity were 
fecured in the Parlour to wait her coming. 
Juſt before her Arrival, Squires by ſome Acci- 
dent took the Place Wells had juſt before ſat in 


As ſoor as Canning entered the Room, ſhe fixed 


Squires, and, in the Opinion of ſome, who 
— 2 before ſhe had ſeen her Face: An Ac- 
cident to which Wells probebly owes her Life. 

| Beſides the foregoing Circumſtances, her various 
Contradiftions, are further Evidences againſt her. 
- Pefore Mr. Alderman Chitiy, ſhe ſwears: ©* ſhe 


vas robbed by a Woman in the Room fhe pre- 


«* tended ſhe was confined in.“ In her Information 
before Mr. Fielding, ſhe ſwears © ſhe was robbed 
© by an Old Gypſey in the Kitchen,” | 
Before Mr. Alderman Chitty, that there were 
« fave or fix Pieces of Bread only ;'\—In her In- 
formation before Mr. Fielding, they are multi- 
< plied to Twenty-four, Ut | 
Before Mr. Alderman Chitty, that ſhe left. 
© ſome of the Water, when ſhe came away; 
before Mr. Fielding, that ſhe had conſumed it all 
on Friday the 26th of January, continued; 
© till. the Time of her without having any 


that 


” n OT" OR 
* * * 
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that © the drank the laſt of it about af an Hour 
before ſhe eſcaped. 

Thus in that ſingle Article is ſhe guilty of a 
triple Contradiction, although it concerned a Thing, 
which muſt be freſh in her Memory, and, if it had 
ever happened, would have been too ſtrongly im- 
printed, ever to be defaced ; they cannot all be 
true; which of em then ſhall we receive as true? 

Hardſhips pretended to have been endured, may 
eaſily loſe their Places in the Memory ; but ſuch, 
as have really happened, never can. 294 
The laſt Fruits of my Enquiry which I ſhall lay 
before You on this Head of Evidence, are the 
Teſtimonies of the following Perſons from End- 


field-Waſh, and its Neighbourhood. ; 


: Fobn Howit, a Carpenter, the Son of Suſanna 
Wells by a former Huſband, proved that he left 
his Tools in the Room in Queſtion, on the 19th 
Day of January; and that he fetched them out 
the next Day, and then ſaw Judith Natus in Bed 
in that Room. | OW 
Sarah Howit, his Siſter, proved that ſhe was 
often in that Room in the Month of Januam, and 
particularly on the 8th of that Month was looking 
out of the little Window in the Eaſt-ſide of it 
with Virtue Hall, and ſaw Edward Allen, Giles 
Knight, and John Larney in the Field behind the 
Houſe, one of them being lopping a Tree there, 
near the Eaſt-window of this Room ; and that they 
diſcourſed with her, and Virtue Hall for ſome 
Time as they ſtood looking out of the Window. 
Edward Allen, Giles Knight, and John Larney 
confirmed Sarah Howet's Evidence, as to the lo 


ping the Tree, and the Converſation that : 


and in which they were themſelves confirmed as to 


the Time by Mr. John Cantril, a Man of Charac- 


ter, who has kept an Inn jnſt oppoſite to Mrs. 
Wellis for many Years, and gave a public Dinner 
E 3 to 


| &  - 
to them and others the following Day, and wha 


alſo proved the carrying the Hay into that Room 


in the preceding Aurum. 
| Robert White, proved that he had often been in 
the Kitchen, and 

ſeveral Times go into and come gut of that Room 


r 45 Tu 
Ezra Whiffn's Son proved that he went. wi 
his F ather to fetch the Sign-Poſt from Welk's, 


confirmed his Father's Account, partievany as tq 
er EITA 


the Time; which was alſo 


one Mr. Livingſtone, who, on the $th of that 


Month, joined with Vbiſfin in a Note of Hand, 
which was by 9 be diſcharged in 10 


or 12 Days; for which Purpoſe Whifiz on the 


18th was going to Wormleigb to borrow Money, 
when he called in his Way at Wells's for the Sign - 
Poſt, and ſent it home by his Son. 

If you add, Gentlemen, this further Parol-Evi- 
dence to that contained in the. Informations before 
inſerted, and to the whole of ſuch Evidence all the 
ſeveral - Circumſtances already. ſubmitted to you, 
ariſing from Canning's profound. Ignorance of the 
Room or its Furniture, before her Friends had really 
been there, and from her Contradictions already 
ſtated, without Regard to any others I may trouble 


you with, can you then draw the leaſt Concluſion - | 


mae Favour?..... ' |; 


Each of theſe Witneſſes confirmed the _ 


and in the whole there as a Conſiſtency beyond 
Invention. | 


The Credit of Mr. Ezra Whiffin and Fortune 


Natus only was objected to, and thoſe Ob- 
Ictions ſerved only to add greater Force to their 
Teſtimony. LE | 


* 


racter, before Cauning's own Council admitted — 


Fortune Natus and his Wife 


Mr. Vhiſin had not examined one third of the 
Gentlemen who attenfed. in. Support of his Cha- 
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to be fully eſtabliſhed ; and as to Natus, Mr. Bell, 
who keeps the Four Swans at Waltham, in whoſe 
Service he has been above a Year, atteſted that he 
is à very honeſt induſtrious Fellow, that he never 
caught him in a Lie, nor believed him capable of 
* that amongſt his ſeven other Servants 
He wiſhed he had his Equal, and that he raiſed his 
Wages from 9s. 6 d. per Week to 5 5. from 
his Approbaiton of his Behaviour. f 


In order, however, to ſhew that ſhe was taken 
down to Endfield on the firſt of January, Canning*s . 
Friends produced one of the Stamford bill Turn- 

ike - men, but no other Witneſs ; he ſwore that 
ſome Day in the Fore-end of January between 
© To and 11 o'Clock at Night, but what Day he 
© could not tell, as he was ing at the Turn- 
* pike, he ſaw, by the Light of a Lamp, a Woman 
walking along een two Men, one before her 
* and the other behind, and that the Man before 
her had hold of one of her Arms—that ſhe cried 
and /obbed very much, and that ſhe had on @ light 
© coloured Gown, and an Apron.— Of all the Wo- 
men living it is impoſſible this could be Canning. 
In the fame manner they attempted to prove her 
Return home on the 29th of January; one Wit- 
neſs declared that between Four and Five in the 
Evening a young Woman, whom he believes to be 
Caminę, enquired of him at Endſield- waſb the Way 
to London, and complained that ſhe had been 
frightened by a Tanner Dog ; yet that this Inter- 
view happened two hundred Yards diſtant and far- 
ther from London than the Tanner's Houſe, Here 
it is neceſſary to obſerve, that this Tanner's Houſe 
is near a Foot-bridge ; and that upon the Trial of 
Squires, Skarrat declared he her, if ſhe per- 


E 4 ceived 


. 
Ded 8 Tanner s Houſe near the Bridge, and that 

ſhe ſaid, fbe believed there was. 
| Another Witneſs declared, that he ſaw « Wo- 


man, whom he takes to be Canning r 

Door atEndfield-waſh, and that he her if ſhe 
, wanted a Huſband? that ſhe had a white Hand and 
a whitiſh Face, and he looked at her very wiſhfully. 
And a third declared, that ſhe met her between 
three and four Miles from Wellis, and looking up- 
on Canning, ſhe ſaid ſhe believed it was her, an 

that ſhe thought ſhe remembered her again &y "the 
Tip of her Noſe. 
Such, Gentlemen, was he Nature of the Evi- 
dence produced it ſuited the Cauſe it was to ſup- 
port, and better could not be expected. 

I am not ignorant that it has been aſſerted, that 

Virtue Hall had recanted her Recantation, and now 
adhered to her Evidence given at the Trial, of 
Squires : _— that this has been aſſigned as a * 
for my not pu ucing her as a Witneſs, 
Were it lawful; it was certainly improper for nie 

to produce her, in order to contradict, upon her 
Oath, what ſhe had before ſworn. et ſhe at- 
tended, and Canning s Friends had Notice, and 
might, if they pleaſed, have examined her to con- 
firm her former Evidence ; but they knew better : 
they knew how groundleſs the Reports were of hex 
having een from her Recantation. 


My next pape was to trace, if poſſible, where, 
or under whoſe Direction Canning was, and the 
Cauſe of her pretended Abſence, not as ſuch En- 
quiry was neceſſary far Conning' s Conviftion, but 

general Satisfaction. 

Was an Impoſtor diſpuniſhable till the Whole of 
his Impoſture ſhall appear, public Security would 
ſoon be at an End: the concealed Villain might 
ſwear what we pleaſect, and it muſt be true; un- 


leſs it could be reſolved, where was he? | 
Abſurd 


| "C963 -* 
Abend and dangerous as this Docuine is, it 
3 revailed in Favour of Canzing. 
I ſhall now — ſome Circumſtances which are 


further Evidences of her I , and which 
have ſatisfied me, under wh 
ſhe hath been. 

After 


Directions at leaf 


had been taken down to Enfield, 


| n the firſt of February, ſhe went to Juſtice 
ups s at Edmonton, and made her Informa- 


tion in Writing; which: ſhs ee with her 


Marx in her Mother's Preſence. 
She afterwards, upon the 7th of February, went 


| "From her Mother's Hoo to Juſtice Fieldon's with 


euch prepared, ſigned alſo 


another Information, 
with her Mark. 


Some of her Writing was 
Trial, and it appeared — 


than moſt Perſons in — Station. 
Why then did ſhe ſign her Mark, unleſs it was 
to appear illiterate ? 

Will it be ſaid that ſhe who could take 10 long a 
Journ on the firſt of February,. continued unable 
from to the th to write her Name? 

The next Article, is the Shift, which her Mo- 


ther in two or three Da ays after her Daughter's ſi 
ſed Return produced to Mrs. Mayle, — 
— Midwife, and a Friend to the Family, as the 
Shift her Daughter had worn during the Month's 
Abſence. 
Had ſhe really been dragged down to Endfield- 
Waſh, confined without Gown or Stays in a dirty 
Room, and had walked home eleven Miles, 
through the Dirt, on a public Road, in a dark 


Night, and in the very midſt of Winter, what muſt 


have been its Condition ? 
It was as clean as if ſhe had worn it but four or 


five Days, it had not one Speck of Dirt upan it ; 


ex 
The 


nor any _ Appearance which might have been 


% 
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NN 
logy, that her _er caught 
about four or five Months ago. 

2 Mayle having firſt declared this to ſome of 
her Friends, -afterwards carne voluntarily to me and 
atteſted it, for the Sake of public Juſtice. 
 F ſhall now lay before you 'a Circumſtance, in 
which ] own it a dome very ſtrange the Mo- 
cher and the ſhould agree. 

„upon her Examination before Mr. Al- 

derman bitty, ſwore, that. the two Men who had 
robbed her forced her through BiGopſpate-ſtreet, 
each holding her up under the Arm.—The Me- 
| 1 2 when ſhe fwore it. 
* was ill concerted; two Men, who 
and ftripped a-young Woman in 
— and intended to carry her to Zydfield, 
would ſcarce go Half a Mile out of their Way in 
order, unneceſlarily,. to bring her through a public 
Street, which they could ſo caſily avoid If ths 
may not be called à Falſehood, er 
credibility can eves be called ſo? 

But how much more ſurprizing is it, that the 
Mother, during this pretended Abſence of her 
Daughter, ſhould cauſe the following Advertiſe- 
ments to be inſerted in the Daily Advertiſer of the 
6th and 20th Pn of 


< Elizabeth Cannen went from her Friends, 3 
© tween nine and ten of Monday Night, between 
* Houndfditch and Biſhopſgate ; ſhe is freſh-colour+ 

ed, pitted with the Small-pox, high Forehead, 
light Eye-brows, about five Feet high, eighteen 
6 2 of Age, well ſet; had on a Maſquerade 

le Stuff Gown, black Stuff Petticoat, a white 

0 « bhp Hat bound round with green, white Apron 
and Handkerchief, blue Stockings, Leather 
Shoes. [Ax Y COACHMAN REMEMBERS 
* TAKING 


„ „„ 
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F TAKING UP SUCH 4 PERSON, AND CAN ()] 
Any Perſon that can give any Account where 
< ſhe is, ſhall have two Guineas Reward, to be 
F paid by Mrs. Cannon in Aldermanbury-Poſtern, a 
Sawyer, which will be great Satisfaction to her 
s Mother,” et bn 

(*) © Note, It is ſuppoſed ſhe was forcibly taken 


away by ſome evil-diſpoſed Perſon, as ſhe- 
was heard to ſhriek out in a Hackney-coach 


s in Biſpopſeate-fireet. If the Coachman re- 
t members any Thing of the Affair, by giving 


an Account. as above, he ſhall be hand · 


+ ſomely rewarded for his Trouble. 


$ Left by her Uncle and Aunt in Houndſditch, 


* about Half an Hour after nine in the Evening, 


$ ypwards of eighteen 


Age, pitted with 
« the Small-pox, high 


freſh coloured, 


s on Monday the firſt 14 young Woman | 
ears o 
F 


* light Eyes and Eye-brows, dark Hair, about five 
— 4 
er Coat, 


* Feet high; had on a Maſquerade 
Gon, black guilted Coat —— 


t blue Stockings with red Clocks, black Leather 


Shoes and Clogs, white Shaving Hat edged with 
green Ribbon, white Handkerchief and Apron; - 
The above young Woman is — to be for- 

) taken into 4 


* cibly (by the Screams and Shrie 
+ Coach by ſome ill-deſigned Perſons, the ſame 
c N Woman not being ſince heard of. Any 
Coac 


man, or Perſons, that can give Intelli- 


$ gence to Mrs. Cannon, Sawyer, in Aldermanbury- 
Paſteru, near Fore-ftreet, ſhall have fix Guineas 


© Reward, 


(*) This Part of the Advertiſement was wrote by a different 


Hand from the former Part, and at a different Time ; but by , 


whom did not appear upon the Trial. 

(a) N. B. The Words [Any CoacuMan RAEMEMBERY 

ff TAKING UP SUCH A PERSON, AND CAn}” in the firſt Ad. 
Ss vertiſement ; 


= 
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' © Reward, to be paid by Mrs. Camon. [ Tur 


4 16 THE LAST TIME of apverTISING, HAD 


4 IN HER POCKETS TWELVE SHILLINGS AND 
4 MIX E PeEnCEH ALF-PENNY (a).] 


Before I ſtate the Obſervations which occur to 
me, on comparing theſe Advertiſements with the 


Daughter's Account before Alderman Chitty, I 


muſt acquaint you, that the Daughter in her Infor- 
mation before Mr. Fielding ſwore, * That, imme- 
4 diately-after, they, the ſame two Men, violently 
* took hold of her, and dragged her up into the 
© Gravel-walk that leads down to Betblebem gate in 
* Moorfields, and about the Middle thereof, he, 
© rhe faid Man, that firſt held her, gave her, with 
his Fiſt, a very violent Blow upon the right 
Temple, which threw ber into a Fit, and deprived 
her of ber Senſes, which Fits, ſhe, this Informant, 
« ſaith, ſhe is accuſtomed and ſubject to, upon be- 
ing frighted, and that they often continue for fix 
© or ſeven Hours. And this Informant ſaith, that 
< when ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe perceived that ſhe 
was carrying along by the fame two Men in a 
large Road way: And faith, that in a little Time 
after ſhe was ſo recovered, ſhe was able to walk 
alone; however, they continued to pull her 
* along, which ſo intimidated and frightned her, 
that ſhe durſt not call out for Aſſiſtance, or ſpeak 
* to them. And this Informant, faith, that .in 
© about Half an Hour after ſhe had fo recovered, 
they, the ſaid two Men, carried her this Infor- 
mant into Wellss Houſe, at Endfield-Waſh.". . 
| | I 


vertiſement ; and the Words [Tuis 1s TA LasT Tiut 
* OF ADVERTISING,---AND HAD IN HER POCKETS TWELVE 
„ SHILLINGS AND NINE-PENCE * in the laſt, 
appears to have been ſtruck out of the Manuſcript Draughts. 
which were ſent to the Printers, and are not inſerted in the 
printed Advertiſements, | 
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If Canning was in a Fit, how could ſhe ſwear ſhe 
was carried through Biſhopſgate-ftreet ? And if ſhe 
was carried through that Street, how could ſhe 

ſwear ſhe was in a Fit? 1 
But how came the Mother, in her Advertiſe- 
ments, to mention a Circumſtance her Daughter 
after wards ſwore to? | | 
Upon the Mother's Croſs-examination ſhe de- 
clared, ſhe had been informed, that her Daughter 
had been carried through Biſbopſgate-ftreet ; if ſo, 
why was not the Perſon who gave her that Intelli- 
produce? Might not an Examination of 


gence pr 
that Perſon, probably, have led to a further Diſco- 


- 


very? Is it not fair to conclude there was a g 
Reaſon for not producing ſuch Perfon? 

But whether the Mother was ſo informed, or not, 
the Concluſion, either Way, ſtrikes home; and it 
is evident, whoever —_— the Daughter, ſhe 
only ſpoke as ſhe was directed. | 

Some other Obſervations ariſe upon the Face of 
the Draughts of thoſe Advertifements, which can- 
not eſcape you; I forbear to mention them, from 


an Unwillingneſs to dwell on minute Articles. 


Within a few Days before the Daughter's ſup- 
poſed Return, the Mother (as it appeared from her 
own Mouth) acquainted ſeveral of her Neighbours, 
that ſhe had been at the Conjurer's, that be bid 
her be Et asy, that her DauohrTER was under the 
CARE of an OLD WoMaAN, and would RETURN 
bome again SAFs ina FEW Days. 
A true Prophecy, indeed] but zwhence came this 
Cunning Man by all his Knowledge ?—not from 
the Mother ſurely, ſhe herſelf went to be informed : 
Beſides, every one knows, that the Pretenders to 
that Art never draw the Secret from their Cuſtom- 
ers, and retail it to them back again. 
But to be ſerious : If the Conjurer really told 
the Mother ſo, it is certain, that he muſt have re- 


_ ceived 
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ceived this Intelligence from one, who knew under 


whoſe Care the Daughter was; and if he did not, 


the Concluſion is apparent. 

Under whoſe Directions Caming was, upon what 
Occaſion, and io whom the By v-Gown belongs, eve- 
ry Perſon will now form his own Conjecture 


Far from triumphing at the Girl's Conviction, 


wicked as ſhe is, I wiſh her Diſcovery had been the 
Means of intitling her to Mercy, and of bringing 
thoſe more guilty to Juſtice : Bur this could not be 
expected; the Curtain, behind which the Secret 
lay, was too cloſely drawn; and none but her own 
Friends permitted to ſee her..—And thoſe who 
before protected her, as the Tool of their Poli- 
ticks, in Oppoſition to me, muſt not now deſert 


her, 


-  GenTLEMEN, © 
I Have thus laid before you my Motives for en- 
quiring into the Caſe of Sguires, for proſecuting; 
Canning, and for defending the Three Countrymen, 
with my whole Proceedings therein; in all which 
I am not conſcious of the leaſt Miſrepreſentation, 
or Omiſſion of any Thing worthy your Conſidera- 
tion. 
Under theſe Circumſtances, had J ſuffered the 
Blood of a Perſon, I thought innocent, to have 
been ſhed without an Enquiry, ſo eaſily to be made, 
and ſo much to be depended upon; had I ſuffered 
an Impoſture ſo dangerous to Society to eſcape un- 
noticed, from the Fear of the threatened Conſe- 
quences to myſelf ; or had I fuffered the three in- 
nocent Countrymen (unable to defend themſelves) 
to be cruſhed by the Weight of Power ; what Ac- 
_ now could I have rendered you for my Con- 
uct ? , 
The Reproaches I have ſuſtained, for theſe my 
Endeavours to vindicate the Laws of my 9 
r 
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borbear to 1222 I am willing to forget: 
Nor ſhould I have taken any Notice of the Dan- 
gers I have been expoſed to, was I not prompted 
to it by the Gratitude I owe My Lord Mayor, Sir 
Charles Agill, and Mr. Alderman Chitty, for ex- 
poſing their own Perſons, for my Security, to 2 
numerous and tumultuous Aſſembly of People, 
who, _—_— their own Ignorance, and enraged 
by Faction, inſolently dared, during the Trial, and 
in the very Avenues leading to the - Court of 
Juſtice, to threaten my Life, in Contempt of all 
Law and Authority. | 

My Acknowledgments are alſo. due to b thoſe 
worthy Citizens, who, from Compaſſion towards 
the poor Countrymen, readily became their Sure- 
ties, from Time to Time, for their Appearance. 

What I did, as a Man, my Heart tells me was 
right; but as a Magiſtrate, I readily ſubmit to your 
Judgment. | 


F am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
With the moſt profound Reſpect, 
Your moſt faithful. Servant, 


Lon pon, 
Fuly 8, 1754. 


CRIsP GASCOYNE, 


]uſtice· Hall in the Oli Bailey. 
V. Deputy Molineux, My. William Woolley, 
— Deputy Pyecroft, Benjamin Scott, E 
— Philip Grafton, Mr. Joſeph Weſton, 
— Samuel Read, Ar. Charles Lowth. 
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